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PARTY AND STATE 





MAO'S BODYGUARD CALLED KEY TO CULTURAL REVOLUTION MYSTERIES 


Hong Kong NAN PEI CHI [NORTH AND SOUTH *OLES] in Chinese No 112, 16 Sep 79 
pp 4-7 


[Article by Jiang Hua [5592 0553]: "Wang Dongxing, the Loyal Bodyguard of 
Mao Zedong” | 


[Text] The Founders of the State Being Brought Down One by One, Wang Dongxing 
Is the Only One Going Up the Palace Steps,.... 


Wang Dongxing was born in 1916 in Jiangxi Province to a poor peasant family. 

As a boy in the Jianesi Soviet, he was a little Red Devil, i.e., a runner for 
the communists. After he became one of Mao Zedong's personal guards in 1935, 
he decided to throw in his lot with Mao and closely link his future and fate 
to him. For the next 40 years he was almosc always at the side of Mao Zedong, 
protecting his personal safety. This naturally made him the most knowledgable 
and best informed authority on all phases of Mao Zedong'’s political, domestic 
and private life and a participant in many of Mao Zedong's personal activities. 


When the Great Cultural Revolution started, he established special relations 
with Lin Biao and Jiang Qing, but when the Lin Biao affair occurred, on 13 
September 1971, Wang Dongxing got away, with Mao Zedong’s protection, by merely 
writing a “self-criticism.” On the death of Mao Zedong, Wang Dongxing foresaw 
that the “gang of four" was incapable of any great undertaking, and he switched 
his allegiance to Hua Guofeng and Ye Jianying. Furthermore, he personally led 
Unit 8341 to arrest the “gang of four." This feat won him election by the CCP 
Eleventh Congress as one of the four vice chairmen of the CCP Central Committee. 


Wang Dongxing was most loyal and devoted to Mao Zedong and, in this, he was 
unswervingly consistent. Up to this day he firmly lds the two “whatevers.” 
Wang Dongxing is not at all an expert on Marxism-Leninism and his knowledge of 
Mao Zedong Thought is very superficial. The reason why he sticks to the two 
“whatevers" is to show his great loyalty to Mao Zedong and to consolidate his 
position in the CCP and the benefits he has attained. By all appearances this 
method is doomed to failure. As Mao Zedong's political plots are gradually 
being revealed, Wang Dongxing's position will become daily more difficult, and 
it is to be feared that he cannot escape the fate of being unseated. 

















What kind of a man was this Mao Zedong, man of the hour in recent Chinese 
history and praised by the Communist Party as the “greatest Marxist-Leninist 

of our time,” “revolutionary teacher of the proletariat," “great founder of 

the Chinese Communist Party, of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army and of 

the People’s Republic of China" and a genial leader “such as the world would 
produce only once in a hundred years and China only once every several thousand 
years.” Let us quote from the “Han'an Diary” written by Vladimirov, who was 
military correspondent of the Soviet news agency TASS stationed at Yan'an 
during the latter years of the War of Resistance Against Japan: 


"21 April 1945: IL believe I have a right to be frank in my own diary. Express- 
ing myself politely, the years spent in the near presence of Mao Zedong have 

not increased by respect for him. This man who would not shrink from sacrific- 
ing without hesitation ten thousand or a hundred thousand lives when conditions 
permit, or for his own advantage, is as timid as a mouse. I have witnessed on 
several occasions how he would be panic-stricken at a sudden turn of events. 


"His own health is for him a thing of the utmost importance. Hardly a week 
passes without his calling Dr Yakovlevich, even if he is only slightly indis- 
posed...while he is completely indifferent to the sickness or death of other 
people, even his own relatives.” 


In the “Yan'an Diary" there are several references to Mao Zedong's cowardice 

and fear of death, and Wang Dongxing was of course most clearly aware of this 
character trait in Mao. In 1947 when the Nationalist army encircled Yan'an, 
Wang Dongxing personally commanded the "Central Guards Regiment” which protected 
Mao and broke through the encirclement. This event ingratiated Wang with Mao 
many times over. 


On the establishment of the PRC in October 1949, Wang was p.omoted to deputy 
director of the State Council Secretariat and concurrently captain of the 
Guards, and again, in December of that year, was appointed deputy director of 
the Eighth Bureau of the Ministry of Public Security. 


In 1950, Mao Zedong went to Moscow as the highest man in power in China to hold 
talks with Stalin and to sign the Sino-Soviet Treaty of Friendship, Alliance 
and Mutual Assistance. That was the first and only time that Mao Zedong went 
abroad. Wang Dongxing was in cnarge of security arrangements and performed his 
duty with particular care and circumspection. Fearful of the hazards of air 
travel--any breakdown would have the plane plunge to the ground--Wang decided 
that the trip be made by train; it was better to spend 7 days and nights on 

the endless Siberian Railway. The return trip was also made by train. 


In view of his excellent performance during Mao's first visit to the Soviet 
Union, Wang was promoted to vice minister of public security in 1955. 


Persecution of the Founders of the State 


In 1966, when Mao Zedong ganged up with Lin Biao, Chen Boda, Jiang Qing and 
Kang Sheng to launch the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution and started by 
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unseating members of the Politburo and Party Secre*ariat such as Peng (Zhen), 
Luo (Ruiqing), Lu (Dingyi) and Yang (Shangkun), Wang Dongxing immediately moved 
up, replacing Yang Shagkun as director of the Staff Office of the CCP Central 
Committee, and in addition he became chief of the Security Bureau of the 
Central Military Commission. At that time he began to employ espionage methods 
and to monitor all activiites in the armed forces. It was he who arrested Luo 
Ruiqing, locked up He Long, personally went to Sichuan to arrest Peng Dehuai, 
and later placed Liu Shaogi, Deng Xiaoping and quite a number of other veteran 
cadres in the party, government and military under house arrest. Most of these 
men had been participants in the 25,000-1i Long March, had fought north and 
souch on many fronts and had braved untcid dangers under a haii of bullets. 
What had never occurred to them was that they would be arrested by their own 
people and subjected to countless inhuman cruelties and torments. Some were 
maimed for life, some were persecuted to death. However, as there is a debtor 
for every debt, there must be a perpetrator for every injustice. Is it 

Wang Dongxing who must be held responsible for all these crimes? 


Soon after launching the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution, Mao Zedong 
secretly issued a most inhuman directive through the Central Cultural Revolution 
Group (headed by Chen Boda, with Jiang Qing as deputy and Kang Sheng as adviser. 
The directive instructed: "Medical treatment must serve the investigation of 
special cases." Any sick person who was the target of a special investigation, 
or who was a questionable person, was not to be given medical treatment,or should, 
"by decision of a military doctor,” be given “reverse treatment." Countless 
persons met a cruel death during the Great Cultural Revolution owing to this 
feudal-fascist cruel directive. When Wang Dongxing arrested Luo Ruiqing, he 

had him brought for confinement to the second floor of a certain building and 
secretly arranged for a man to push Luo when he was off his guard from the 
floor. Luo was to be killed in the fall, but actually he merely broke a leg. 
When this happened, the fascist bandits spread ihe rumor that Luo had unsuccess- 
fully tried to commit suicide. Not only had Luo fallen prey to a plot and broken 
one leg, but he was now unjustly accused of the crime of having “planned his 
suicide.” Not only that, the bandits pretended to exercise mercy and declared 
they would have Luo's broken leg set properly. They sent Luo to PLA Hospital 

No 301 and called in a doctor who was bereft of all humanity and worse than an 
animal. This doctor purposely mishandled the operation so that Luo was crippled 
for life. That is what is meant by “reverse treatment.” At that time the 
director of PLA Hospital No 301 was a sworn follower of Lin Biao and a truited 
follower of Qiu Huizuo, head of the General Logistics Department of the Central 
Military Commission. The hospital director was a bad element with an extremely 
evil character who had committed serious wrongs. Qiu Huizuo himself was a 
morally depraved evil element. The purpose of having Qiu's trusted follower 
assigned to Hospital No 301 as director was to turn is hospital into a modern 
murder factory for cruelly injuring or killing high-level cadres. Only after 
the Lin Biao affair of 13 September did the central authorities discover this 
den of fascist monsters, the thought of which makes one's hair stand on end. 

At the time of its discovery, many high-ranking cadres who had not yet been 
persecuted to death were removed from that den of monsters, but were all found 
to be on the verge of death. 














During his convalescence, Luo Ruiging was still regularly carried by the 
“Little generals” of the Red Guards in a bamboo basket to take part in 
criticism and denunciation meetings, where he was asked why he attempted 
suicide and was criticized for wanting to kill himself, which amounted to 
defying the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution and to alienating himself 
from the party.... This is how Luo Ruiqing lived through 10 years of prison 
life. After the downfall of the “gang of four,” Luo gained his freedom and 
soon after resuming his duties, went to West Germaay to enter a world-famous 
hospital to have his broken leg properly set. The hospital requested Luo's 
medical record, but the responsible Chinese authority repliec¢ that medical 
records of leadership personnel are secret and must not be shown to foreigners. 
As a result, the West German doctors were unaware that all of Luo's blood 
vessels had hardened, and even before the operation started Luo died on the 
operating table of this West German hospital. Such an inhumane rule of secrecy 
should be done away with. 


During the Great Cultural Revolution, He Long, Tao Zhu, Liu Shaoqgi and Sun 
Weishi all died a cruel death. Wang Dongxing was the man responsible for their 
arrest and imprisonment; cou d he be without any further responsibility? 


Brutal Assassination of the Iintire Tan Furen Family 


As Wang Dongxing took the place of Yang Shangkun as head of the Staff Office 
of the CCP Central Committee he also became commander of Central Guard Unit 
No 8341 and gradually replaced the public security system with the security 
guard system of the Central Military Commission, increasing his own power far 
beyond that of Minister of Public Security Xie Fuzhi. 


In April 1969 the CCP convened its Ninth National Congress. Owing to the 
recommendation of Mao Zedong, Wang Dongxing became a delegate to the congress 
and also an alternate member of the Politburo. 


At that time a very odd thin; happened: one day before Zhou Enlai was to leave 
for the Quadripartite conference on the three Indochina countries, in Yunnan 
Tan Furen, commander of Kunming Military Region, suddenly received a telegram 
bearing the signature of Lin Biao, which said in essence: "Tomorrow at X hours 
XX minutes a military plane vill appear over Kunming. Shoot it sown. (Signed) 
win Biao. " 


The next day when Zhou Enlai arrived at the airport, plans were suddenly changed 
and Zhou flew off in a civil passenger plane. At the scheduled time the plane 
appeared over Kunming, but seeing that the plane was of another type, Tan Furen 
did not dare to shoot it down. Instead he sent up two fighter planes and forced 
the plane to land. When the palne'’s door opened and Zhou Enlai stepped out, Tan 
was flabbergasted, hardly trusting his eyes. Then Zhou stepped up to him, 
smiled and asked why Tan had forced his special plane to land. Tan, who could 
not hold back any longer, rushed up to Zhou and sobbed bitterly. He pulled the 
telegram from his pocket and gave it to Zhou. Zhou read the telegram and 

said, “Just give it to me," and put it in his own pocket. On 8 January 1976, 
when Zhou was near death, he pulled the telegram from the pocket of his inner 
garment and gave it to his wife, Deng Yingchao. 
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Soon after Zhou Enlai’s special plane had left, Tan Furen went to his home, 
which was the innermost house in the compound of the Kunmin, Military Region 
Headquarters. Tan's wife and their only son were also at Some. Just about 
that time the head of the Security Section of the Kunming Military Region 
Headquarters drove up in a military jeep, to Commander Tan's door, rushed 

into the house with gun in hand and fired several shots at Commander Tan and 
then at Tan's wife and son, illing all three wembers of the family. Obviously, 
Tan was murdered in order to do away wit’ a wi:ness, but the criminals had not 
figured that Tan could have riven the telegram to Zhou. After the deed, the 
head of the security section committed suicide, thus eliminating the last clue 
and making this an unsolved -:rime without any possibility of finding out the 
man behind it. By the signa-ure on the telegram one would of course quickly 
assume that it was Lin Biao. But if it really had been Lin Biao, why, after 
the Lin Biao affair of 13 Se»stember 1971, when an accormting was given of all 
the crimes of Lir Biao, was -his crime not mentioned’? There is certainly a 
much more complicated politi:al background to this case. 


Continual Plots Against Zhou 


Ever since the start of the (reat Cultural Revolution, when some peop'< shout cd 
"Down with Liu Shaoqi,” ther: were also those who shouted “Down with Zhou inlai.” 
They employed the tactic of ‘irst “sweeping away the outer defenses," unseating 
one by one all those who wer: near Zhou, including all the deputy premiers and 
the secretary general of the State Council. The only exception was Chen Yi, 
because he was one of Mao Zelong's old companions from the Jinggangshan days. 
This undercurrent against Zhou Enlai continued uninterruptedly until even after 
his death owing to sickness. A very clear example of this was the “criticize 
Lin, criticize Confucius” movement launched by Mao Zedong at the beginning of 
1974. This movement had turned its back on Zhou Enlai even before it came out 
into the open. When the “criticize Lin, criticize Confucius” mobilization 
movement meeting was convened, on the day of the Spr ing Festival in a gymnasium, 
by the CCP Central Committee and the State Cowncil, Zhou was informed for the 
first time, of the meeting which caught him unprepared. How arrogant Jiang 
Qing and Xie Jingyi were at she meeting, while Zhou Enlai made a self-criticism. 
Later, after the “gang of four” had been brought down, the inside story of the 
criticize Lin, criticize Confucius” movement was finally disclosed. The or- 
iginal objective of the movement was to go after the “big Confucianist in the 
party,” the “modern Confucius” Zhou Enlai. The counterattack in 1975 on the 
rightist evil wind of reversing correct vecisions was outwardly a criticism of 
Deng Ziaoping, but its true objective was to get the “biggest incorrigible 
capitalist-roader" and the source of this “rightist evil wind of reversing 
correct decisions,” Zhou Enlai. Were there not pe ‘e, even up to 5 April 
1976 in Tiananmen Square, still clamoring "Down with the biggest capitalist- 
roader in the party, Zhou Enlai"? Who was it actually who wanted to bring 

down Zhou? Xie Jingyi gave the answer in her confession: “It was Mao Zedong 
and not Jiang Qing; Jiang Qing was only occupying the front stage, fighting in 
the van." When the “gang of four” was exposed, everybody asked one question: 
At the time Zhou Enlai fell sick with cancer, why did Mao appoint Wang Hongwen 
as head of the medical team? Was this not out of his desire to have Zhou Enlai 
die a little more quickly? History after all is history; it has an objective 
existence. Attempts to cover it up are futile; the truth will always come 

out one day. 








Lovking back, -ariy In the Great Cultural Revolution, 1967 to 1968, the central 
suthurities ire: altted to the gasses a very peculiar central document. The 
decument sald: A certain Afrtlean country suffered a aatural calamity and China 
decided to give «a certain amount of moncy as unselfish assistance. Zhou Enlal 
approved 50,000 yuan and sent the case to Mao Zedong. Mao added two zeros to 
Zhou's figure, making it 5 million yuan. When another African country suffered 
a natural calamity, Zhou approved a grant of 15,000 yuan and Mao again added 
two zeros, making it 1.5 million yuan.... Other cases were of the same nature. 
But examing these cases in the light of history, the aid figures approved by 
Zhou were completely resl‘stic considering the conditions and the strength of 
our country, but Mao Zed- «¢’s way was to “slap one's face until it is swollen 
in an effort to look ims. i-¢.” 


However, the pu. sling quest om is: what did the central authorities intend by 
purposely exposing the differences between Mao and Zhou before the people? Why 
should Mao Zedong approve publication of documents the likes of which had never 
been cwhlished before? What question was supposed to be clarified by these 
documents? Is it not worth pondering and calling to mind how this connects, 
piece by piece, event by event, with what happened later, viz, the unceasing 
plots to persecute Zhou, kill Zhou, oppose Zh 1, bring down Zhou? 





Although the inside story of the Tan Furer murder case has not yet been disclosed, 
can Wang Dongxing get away with denying knowledge of who killed Tan Furen, a 
prominent general and commander of the Kunming Military Region since Wang after 
all was head of the Security Bureau of the Central Military Commission? An old 
Chinese proverb says: “If you don’t want people to know about it, you'd better 
not do it.” Tan Furen was sacrificed for political reasuns and his whole family 
murdered; the principal perpetrator will one day have to pay personally for 

this blood debt. 


The Bizarre Death of Li Zhen 


After the Lin Biao affair of 13 September 1971, Mao Zedong appointed Wang 
Dongxing as a member of the special investigation team of the “Lin-Chen anti- 
party gang.” In the course of the investigation, a bizarre case came to light: 
Cen Li Zhen, minister of public security, had suddenly died, and Li Zhen's 
predecessor, Gen Xie Fuzhi had also died in a peculiar way. It was rumored 
that Xie had died at a meeting when Wen Xucheng, commander of the Beijing 
Garrison Command, shot at Jiang Qing. Xie sheilded Jiang Qing with his body 
and was seriously wounded. He later died as a consequence of the wound (the 
newspaper reported that he had died of cancer). Li Zhen's death was even sore 
baffling. His death was discovered only after 3 days. That a minister of 
security of a great wor!d power cesld disappear for 3 days and remain un’ i~- 
covered--this fact alone clearly shows the serious falws existing in the Chinese 
communist system. These flavs also clearly show the rotten, declining and 
reactionary character of the feuscal, fascist, autocratic and dictatorial rule 
Some say Li Zhen committed sutcide, some sa’ he was murdered; opinions ar< 
widely divided. It is said that Li Zhen was originally a member of the Lin 
Biao clique. When Lin Biao plunged to his death, Li Zhen was subjected to 
fierce ideological struggle and just when he intended to reveal to the special 











investigation team the key to the Lin Biao affair, he suddenly died. Obviousiy, 
this was also a case of murder in order to do away with a witness. Because 

what Li Zhen was rvady to reveal is said to have been closely linked with Jiang 
Qing. If this had been revealed, it would have seriously impaired Mao Zedong's 
prestige. The only way to prevest this was to kill Li Zhen. 


After Li Zhen's death, irrefutable responsibility rested on Wang Dongxing, 

head of the Security Bureau of the Central Military Commission. He went through 
the motions cf making an investigation and finally arrested Yu Sang, vice 
minister in the Ministry of Public Security, and ordered an “investigation in 
camera.” The evidence was: Before Li Zhen was found dead, certain peculiar 
sounds had been suddenly heard emanating form his office. A careful search 
determined that the sounds came from the basement. Wang Dongxing himself went 
alone into the basement, where he found Li Zhen strangled. Investigation re- 
vealed that the peculiar sounds came from a record player belonging to Y 

Sang, who therefore became the chief suspect and was then subjected to iu 
vestigation in camera.” Half a year later it was announced that “proc ccdings 
against Yu Sang had been dropred™ and he was “free to return to his us. 
employment.” However, the true perpetrator of the crime has never been caught, 
and this murder case quietly became a “case setiled by leavire it unsettled.” 
who then was the culprit? The only way to find out would be to ask Wang 
Dongxing, because only he knows the answer. 


In August 1973 the CCP convened its Tenth National Congress. Wang Dongxing 
was elected to the Tenth Central Committee and to be a member of the Politburo. 


Rackine His Brains To Protect Mao 


After the Great Cultural Revolution bean, Wang Dongxing energetically increased 
his vigilance to pretect Mao Zedong's personal safety. Especially when Mao 
Zedong met the Red Guards, the crowds «rew larger and larger, from an initial 
10,000 to later over a million. Fven Tiananmen Square could not hold such huge 
crowds. The form of meeting the crowds was therefore changed. Mao Zedong would 
review them seated in an open jeep driven along a predetermined route. Early 

in October 1966, Mao Zedong was sitting in his jeep greeting the more than 2 
million Red Guards who had come from all corners of the country and had lined 

up on both sides of the street. in the long motorcade there was one Mao Zedong, 
an impersonation arranged by Wang Dong<ine for fear of an assassination attempt 
on Mao Zedong. The Mao Zedong in the ‘irst car was false. 


To ensure Mao Zedong’s safety, Wang Dongxing racked his brains and gave cun- 
sideration toe every Little detail. Even the bus st _. in front of the Great 
Hall of the People were abolished because “they possibly constituted a hazard 
or the safety of senior government officials.” Originally, there were bus 


stops for limes Nos 2, 5, 10, 20 and i2 in front of the east and north entrances 
of the Great Hall of the People at the west end of Tiananmen Square. After the 
Great Cultural Revolution, they were inexplicably abolished, the rerzson given 
being that they were too near the main entrance of the Great Hall of the People, 
actually a disvance of at least 200 to 300 meters. The question is: China 
cal's iteelf a socialist country, the people are said to be masters in their 





own house, Tiananmen Square is the people's square, the Great Hall of the People 
is even more “ot the people." Public buses are of course buses of the people. 
Why then should the people's buses not stop on the people's square in front of 
the people's hall? Abolishing the bus stops caused a great deal] of inconven- 
ience for the broad masses of people in Beijing who wanted to visit Tiananmen 
Square or Zhongshan Park. This makes one point clear: After Mao Zedong 
launched his historically unprecedented Great Prolet?rian Cultural Kevolution, 
the “people” became of no value at all in this state. The only thing of any 
true value were the few “senior officials" of the central government. 


When the Lin Biao affair occurred on 13 September 1971, Mao Zedong was scared 
to death by Lin Biao's assassination plot. He hid himself in solitude in his 
Zhongnanhai quarters all day, scared of his own shadow, always fearful someone 
would try to assassinate him. At that time Wang Dongxing must have exerted 
extreme energy and effort on dispelling Mao's fears. Accidentally he found out 
that near Zhongnanhai there were two “commanding heights” that presented a 
hazard for Zhongnanhai. One was the top of Qionghua islet (i.e. the White 
Dagoba) in Beihai Park, and the other was the top of Coal Hill in Jingshan 
Park (the tree on which Ming Emperor Chong Zhen hanged himself is at the foot 
of Coal Hill; the Red Guards said the tree belonged to the "four olds” and cut 
it down). Standing on these two “commanding heights” one has a clear view ol 
the whole Zhongnanhai area. If a man crept up one of the two heights, brought 
a weapon, perhaps a rocket launcher, up the hill, he could take exact aim at 
whatever point he wirhed to hit. Was not that truly a much too dangerous 
situation! Order was immediately given to close both parks. To somewhat 
disguise the true reason, which might have infuviated the citizens of Beijung, 
notices reading “Temporarily closed for repairs" were displayed at all entrances 
to the two parks. It is the habitual practice of the CCP privileged class 
forcibly and selfishly to occupy public places. 








The broad masses of Beijung are very fond of Beit.ai and Jingshan parks because 
they are conveniently located, of great scenic beavty, especially Beihai Park 
with its hill and lake, where there is boating in sunmer and skating in winter, 
and which also has a children's playground.... But let us not forget, ever 
since the Great Cultural Revolution, the “people” have lost all value in this 
state; truly of value are only the few “senior officials" of the central govern- 
ment. After closure of the two parks, they became a kind of “imperial garden, 
“where Jiang Qing's clique could ride horses, play cards and seek pleasure. 
Only most recently have the parks been reopened to the public. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


PROMOTING DEMOCRACY, ESTABLISHING SOUND JUDICIAL SYSTEM URGED 
Beijing ZHEXUE YANJIU [PHILOSOPHICAL R’.SEARCH] in Chinese No 8, Aug 79 pp 6-13 


[Ar ‘cle by Wang Jiafu [3769 1367 43%5] and Xia Shuhua [1115 0647 5478]: 
"Carsy Forward Democracy, Fstablish a Sound Judicial System, and Speed Up the 
Realization of the Four Mo ernizations"™] 


[Text] In accordance with the spirit of the Third Plenary Session of the 
Central Committee of the C(P llth Congress, Comrade Hua Guofeng, in his 
government report deliverec at the Second Session of the Fifth National 
People's Congress, profouncly expounded on how to strengthen socialist 
democracy and establish a sound socialist judicial system. This session 
has solemnly adopted such important laws as the electoral law, the criminal 
law and the law of crimina) procedure, and opened a new page in the ouilding 
of our country's democracy and judicial system. At the historical juncture 
when th< focus of the work throughout the country has been shifted and when 
the whole nation is joined together with one heart and one mind to launch 
the Four Modernizations, our effort to further develop democracy and estab- 
lish a sound judicial system is a major event of extremely important 
significance which is relevant to consolidating and developing a state 
system under the dictatorship of the proletariat, safeguarding the personal 
interests of the people, stopping up the loophole of a counterrevolutionary 
restoration and guaranteeing the realization of the Four Modernizations. 


The Dictatorship of the Proletariat Also Needs Its Own Sourd Judicial System 


Lenin says that democracy iv also a state. The theory of a Marxist state 
says that democracy is not merely a question of the style of work and a 
question of the method of work, but is fundamentally speaking a question of 
a state system. Democracy of the proletariat is tatorship of the 
proletariat and is a proletarian state. 


So, does the dictatorship of the proletariat, or a proletarian state, need 
its own ‘udicial system and should it be restricted by its own judicial 
system? The answer of Marxism is affirmative. This is because the 
dictatorship of the proletariat is not a political power that defies law 




















human and divine and that does whatever it pleases. The consolidation of a 
world of the people must be guaranteed ., a sound socialist judicial system. 
Otherwise, the people's democracy will not be safeguarded and the dictator- 
ship over the enemy wili run the risk of becoming a di-tatorship over the 
people! We can say that Lenin is the founder of the socialist judicial 
system. Both in theory and in practice he attaches great importance to the 
building » the socialist system. Almost all the important codes in the 
Soviet Uriun were formulated uncer his leadership. But, in his book “The 
Proletarian Revolution and the Renegade Kautsky," written in 1918, he waged 

a polemic against Kautsky and made the statement that the dictatorship of 

the proletariat was "a political power that is unrestricted by any laws" 
(“Selected Works of Lenin," Vol 3, p 623). If we understand in an all- 

around manner Lenin's teachings on the judicial system and make a well-rounded 
observation of all his theories on the question, we will not find it difficult 
to understand that that means unrescricted by the reactionary judicial system 
of the bourgeoisie. This is because: First, in the book, Lenin clearly 
indicates that he is aiming at "all countries in the world," in particular 

the “advanced nations" and the'Various belligerent states," when he puts forth 
the question, and that he is not aiming the question at the Soviet Union 
which has already established its dictatorship of the proletariat. Secondiy, 
Lenin further writes: "The revolutionary dictatorship of the proletariat is 
violence against the bourgeoisie; and the necessity of such violence is 
particularly created by the existence of a military clique and a bureaucracy." 
("Selected Works of Lenin,” Vol 3, p 625) Obviously, in this book, Lenin 
acutely criticizes Kautsky's reactionary fallacies such as “peaceful evolution" 
and “universal suffrage," pointing out clearly that "Kautsky had to resort 

to all these subterfuges, sophistries and fraudulent falsifications only in 
order to dissociate himself from violent revolution, and to conceal his 
renunciation of it" (Ibid., p 626). Nevertheless, some of our comrades 

simply take the words too literally, and do not even carefully scrutinize 

the context but come to the conclusion that what Lenin refers to here is 

that the proletariat does not need the socialist judicial system, that the 
dictatorship of the proletariat can do whatever it likes and will not be 
restricted by its own laws. This is a totally erroneous understanding, 

which since 1957 has become the theoretical pillar for the legal anarchist 
trend of thought which was once popular in our country. For several years, 
people have formed an orthodox notion that, seemingly, the dictatorship of 

the proletariat has nothing to do with the judicial system. "The theory of 
the uselessness of the judicial system" and the "theory of the harmfulness 

of the judicial system" have become the guiding thoughts for many people. 





In theory, such a thinking of belittling the judicial system and under- 
standing the dictatorship cf the proletariat as something that is unrestricted 
by its own laws is a total violation of Marxism. What so? First, it 
basically writes off the essential difference between the socialist 

judicial system and the judicial system of the exploiting class. A judicial 
system is the expression of the will of the ruling class. The judicial 

system of the proletariat basically differs from the judicial system of 

the exploiting class in that the former is not the expression of the will of 











a handful of exploiters but is the expression of the will of the proletariat 
and the broad masses of people. Only by acting in accordance with the 
socialist judicial system that embodies the will of the people can the 
dictatorship of the proletariat realize the dem-nds of the class and its 
people, truly safeguard the people's democracy and deal accurate blows at the 
enemy. Otherwise, the dictatorship of the proletariat will change its 
essence. In the past few years, Lin Biao and the “gang of four” “utterly 
overthrew" our country's constitution, laws and decrees. As a result, 
monsters and freaks ran rampant and the people had to suffer. Is it not 
true that they actually exercised out-and-out feudai fascist dictatorship 
in localities and units directly under their control? Secondly, it 
basically writes off the difference between the dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat anc the dictatorship of the exploiting class. The essence of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat determines the fact that it should always 
act strictly in accordance with its own law and, through the judicial 
procedures fixed by the law, punish criminals and deal biows at enemies. 

It does not have to resort to despotism beyond the law which the exploiting 
Class practices habitually. Lately, there have been still some people wh» 
say that the dictatorship of the proletariat is unrestricted by socialist 
laws. This is entirely erroneous. We must be aware that only through 
establishing a sound socialist judicial system and acting strictly in 
accordance with the legal procedures can we see through the intricate 
phenomenon, distinguish between the enemies and ourselves and deal the 
iron-fist of the dictatorship of the proletariat accurately on the eneny's 
head. Otherwise, not only will we bring about errors of injustice or 
undiscipline, but we may still te made use of by the enemy. Dic not Lin 
Biao and the “gang of four" precisely make use of the signboard of "we must 
be ruthless in exercising dictatorship over the enemy" to fabricate cases 
in the court and bring about unjust imprisonments and cause many, many fine 
comrades to die tragically as a result of their flagrant tyranny beyond the 
law? Thirdly, it basically writes off the distinction in principle between 
“annulment, legislation and amendment" and observation of the judicial 
system. The socialis: laws and decrees should develop along with the 
development of the social life. Lenin says: "If the old decrees do not 
work, and if the changed situation demands their change, then we should 
change them." ("Collected Works of Lenin,” Vol 28, p 204) However, this 
is entirely different from scrupulously abiding by the socialist judicial 
system. We must not interpret the “annulment, legislation and amendment” of 
the laws and decrees of a state under the dictatorship of the proletariat to 
mean that the dictatorship of the proletariat does not need to be restrained 
by its own laws. As long as they are amended or annulled through legal 
procedures, all socialist laws and decrees must be strictly observed. 
Otherwise, the nation up and down will have no cor n codes to abide by. 
All will fall into confusion and calamities will result. 


In practice, the thinking of belittling the judicial system and interpreting 
the dictatorship of the proletariat as something that is unrestrained by its 
own laws is also extremely harmful. It was precisely under the guidance of 
such a thinking that our country's legislative work suffered from up» and 














downs twice, that our political science and legal organs were dismantled and 
put together in quick succession and that some necessary judicial systems 
and judiclal procedures were actually abolished; that the class struggie 
went beyond the judicial system and was seriously stepped up; that institu- 
tions of political science and law did not talk about law and became 
political institutions instead; and that some comrades, who advocated 
establishing a sound judicial system or who repeated the opinion of Comrade 
Dong Biwu at the “Eighth Party Congress," were criticized and struggled 
against, and quite a number of them were branded as Rightists or Right 
opportunist elements. During the great proletarian culturai revolution, 

Lin Biao and the “gang of four™ made use of just such a thinking of belittling 
the judicial system and of the opportune moment when our country's judicial 
System was not yet soundly established to viciously expand legal anarchism 
into legal reactionism and to brazenly set the dictatorship of the proletariat 
in diametrical opposition to the judicial system. During the days when they 
were running rampant, democracy declined; the judicial system disappeared; 
beating, smashing, looting, searching houses and confiscating property, 
arresting people and locking people up were happening everywhere; instances 
of delivering letters to inform against others, framing up charges against 
others, and sending families to jail occurred incessantly; and unjust 
imprisonment and false cases were found throughout the country. 


We can see easily that from the mid-60's to the mid-70's, Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four" flagrantly exercised tyranny, disregarded laws human and 
divine and brought about unheard-of calamity. This fully proves that the 
thinking of ignoring the judicial system is entirely erroneous. Thus, we 
must resolutely struggle against such erroneous thinking of belittling the 
judicial system and believing that the dictatorship o*= the proletariat means 
one can do whatever one likes, thoroughly correct the guiding thinking of 
building a judicial system and enable the whole party to truly comprehend the 
utmost importance of establishing a sound judicial system and of governing 
the country by law. Only in this way can we make the effort with one 

heart to strive to establish a sound judicial system and to develop 
democracy, and enhance the realization of the Four Modernizations at an 
early date. 


The Systematization and Legalization of Democracy and the Democratization 
of System and Law 


Proletarian democracy is the highest torm of democracy in human history. 
According to the theory of a Marxist state, the essence of proletarian 
democracy is that the people are the masters and hold the supreme power of 
managing the country. To truly accomplish this point, we must systematize 
and legalize democracy. The systematization and legalization of democracy 
is related to the major issue of the nature, future and destiny of our 
socialist country. 


Only when democracy is systematized and legalized can it achieve legal 
effect, become the authority representing the will of the netion and receive 








feasible guarantee. Under the socialist system, all powers belong to the 
people only. Democracy means having people decide for themselves. Our 
country at present is still managed through the advanced representatives of 
the proletariat. The most important right of the people ‘n being their 
own masters is that the people can democratically select as cadres the 





outstanding figures who truly represent the will of the people, can practically 


and realistically supervise the speech and action of the cadres, exercise 
the power of dismissing cadres who prove definitely inferior or who bully 
the masses, and can have the final right to speak over state affairs. Why 
was it that Lin Biao and the "gang of four" could crawl up to the top and 
ride roughshod over the people and that the people could do nothing? One 
primary reason was because democracy was not systematized and legalized. 

The people actually did not have the right to vote, the right to supervise 
cadres, the right to dismiss cadres and the right to decide state affairs. 
If we do not fix in legal ranner the people's right to manage the state as 
well as their other rights, and establish a complete and sound democratic 
system, then the people's democracy can only exist as an empty verbiage. 


Only when democracy is systematized and legalized can we enable the socialist 
political and economic system to develop perfectly and the people's 
political power to become stable and consolidated. What should we rely on 
to make sure that the people's land does not change its colors? The most 
fundamental factor is to rely on the establishment of a set of sound 
socialist democratic and judicial systems, make sure that such a system and 
law will not change with the change in attitude and focus of attention of 
individual leaders, or change with the change of leadership. This is 
because, only when we consolidate and develop a stable and sound and at the 
same time continuously becoming refined system of representatives, system of 
election, system of supervision, system of cadres, as well as judicial 
system, and a political system in which the minority cannot compel but can 
only obey the will and interest of the majority, enable them to become a 
powerful tradition and to manifest a tremendous material strength, can we 
prevent careerists like Lin Biao and the “gang of four" to rise to power or 
can our people drive them out even when they rise to power. Practice has 
proved that if we do not have the system in mind but have the individual 

in mind instead, then, n= only will we be unable to resolve our task of 
combating and preventing revisionism, but we will also bring about 
extremely serious disasters. We proletariat should establish our own 
democratic and judicial system that excels that of the bourgeoisie by a 
thousand times and enable our boundlessiy superior socialist system to give 
off radiant splendor. 


The systematization and legalization of democracy 1 also provide for the 
people the judicial measures for winning democracy and safeguarding their 
rights. The socialist society is not Arcadia. In it, anti-democratic 
individuals and forces and anti-democratic thinking still exist. Thus, 
not only should our country use laws to define the people's democratic 
rights, correctly distinguish by law between the freedom of speech and 
counterrevolutionary instigation, between the freedom to form societies and 











the organization of counterrevolutionary cliques and between the freedom 

to assemble and the undermining of public security, but we should also 
systematize and legalize the people's rights of prosecution, appeal, litiga- 
tion and defense, so as to safeguard the people with law. In this way, 
should the rights of the masses of people be infringed upon, the people can 
resort to judicial proceedings in carrying out resistance, can make appeals 
in the case of injustice, can defend themselves with reason and protect their 
lawful rights and interests. Moreover, only when democracy is systematized 
and legalized and when the politica) power becomes more democratic can the 
people's wish and demands be fully reflected and satisfied. When the door of 
democracy is flung wide open, and when all the channels of implementing 
democracy are made smooth, it wili be easier for us to overcome the phenomenon 
of deviating from the judicial system in order to attain “democracy.” 








We should point out that, the basic aim of the systematization and legaliza- 
tion of democracy is to develop democracy, safeguard democracy, guarantee 
that the people will be their own masters and correctly exercise democratic 
rights. It is not as some comrades believe it to be a restriction of 
democracy and a fixing of rules and conventions to make things convenient 
for individuals to behave willfully and despotically. To do a good job of 
Systematization and legalization of democracy, system and law should then- 
selves also be democratic and system and law should themselves also ve 
democratized. The socialist system and law are basically distinguished from 
the system and law of all exploiting classes in that they protect instead 
of suppress the people and implement democracy instead of implementing 
autocratic rule. If system and law lose the essence of people's democrucy, 
they will lose the essence of socialism. 


The systematization and legalization of democracy and the democratization 
of system and law are two sides to the same question. To do a good job of 
systematizing and legalizing democracy, we must step by step and bluntly 
“do away with" those undemocratic things that are in our existing concrete 
system and law. For instance, our electoral system has a principle of 
democratic consultation, which in fact often cancels election under the 
pretext of consultation. And what democracy is left when we have canceled 
election? Recently, the Second Session of the Fifth National People's 
Congress adopted the electoral law, which extended the direct election to 
the county level, implemented nomination of more candidates tian the 
number of deputies to be elected, permitted the nomination of candidates, 
adopted unnamed ballot and stipulated in greater detail the supervision 
and dismissal of deputies by the electors. This was a major step in the 
democratization of our country's electoral system. And again for instance, 
the masses of people should exercise effective supervision over the state's 
working personnel and at the same time the state's working personnel, the 
leading cadres particularly, should consciously place themselves under the 
masses’ supervision. However, during the period when Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four” were running rampant, if the masses of people wanted to 
exercise supervision, they were often accused of and punished as counter- 
revolutionaries. The "Six Articles of Public Security” stipulated the 
crime of vicious attack and deprived the people of that undeprivable 











power of supervision. Should we not “do away with" this in the vast 

furnace of the people's democracy and truly safeguard the rights of 
criticism and the rights of supervision of the party members and masses 
toward the party and state leaders? Our party, state and people will not 
permit the reenactment of the fascist tyranny during the period when Lin 
Biao and the “gang of four" were running s4mpant, in which the act of the 
party members and masses in expressing opinions toward party and state 
leaders were regarded as an antiparty act, in which they were accused of 

the crime of “vicious attack,” were criticized and struggled against at 
every turn and were penalized and even killed. Or again for instance, 

our system of dismissal has for a long time been merely nominal. A small 
number of cadres, even though they were incompetent for their posts and were 
suppressing the people, still remained “officials” throughout their whole 
lives as long as the higher level did not diswiss them. The people could do 
nothing about that. Should we not gradually “do away with" such an undemocratic 
state? 


The systematization and legalization of democracy and the democratization 
of law form a process of dialectical development and cannot be reached 

with one step. On the one hand, we must do things in a practical and 
realistic manner. We must resolutely stipulate whatever we can do; and 

we should not stipulate whatever we cannot do due to certain restrictions, 
so that we will not fail to do what we promise and lose the people's 

trust in us. On the other hand, we also should not be satisfied with the 
present situation and believe that there is sufficient democracy and that 
we do not need to make another step forward. Our socialist democratic 
system and judicial system have only enjoyed a period of 30 years’ history. 
Moreover, they have just suffered from the devastation by Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four" for over a decade; they are in the stage of recovery and are 
just beginning to advance. How can we say that that is sufficient? We 
should note that the condition inside the classes in our country has under- 
gone basic changes and the exploiting class no longer exists. First, we 
must admit the fact that the class struggle has not ended and must oppose 
the theory of the dying out of the class struggle. We must not relax 

our struggle against those very few counterrevolutionary elements who adopt 
a hostile attitude toward and who undermine our country's modernized 
constructions. At the same time, we must also admit the fact that class 
struggle is no longer the major contradiction in the society at the present 
stage and must oppose the intensification of class struggle. From now on, 
we do not need and should not wage large-scale tempestuous class struggles 
on a mass scale. The trend of the class struggle should always be that our 
enemies will be fewer and fewer in number, the realm of dictatorship will 
become smaller and smaller and the realm of democr — will become larger 
and larger. Under such a new situation, the role of the legal system in 
safeguarding the people's democracy will be more and more important. The 
strengthening of democracy and the establishment of a sound judicial system 
will become more prominent and more important. 











We Must Draw a Clear Line of Demarcation Between Democracy and the Judicial 
System on the One Hand and Autocracy and Anarchism on the Other 


Democracy and the judicial system are entirely in accord with each other. 
Nevertheless, if we do not give it some thought, they will seem like two 
mutually antagonistic things and one has to be used in opposition against 
the other! In fact, this is a total misunderstanding. One reason is that 
we have not drawn a clear line of demarcation between democracy and the 
judicial system on the one hand and autocracy and anarchism on the other! 


Democracy and the judicial system are diametrically opposite to autocracy. 
Lenin says, democracy is the rule by the majority, is a state in which the 
minority obeys the majority and is a political power of the people. The 
concept of democracy is a class concept. Proletarian democracy means the 
dictatorship of the entire proletariat and is the rule by the whole people. 
It is totally different from autocracy. Marx says: “Law should be society's 
common expression of the interests and needs resulting from a definite form 
of material production and is not the willful act of any single individual.” 
("Collected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 6, p 292) From these discussions 
by Marx and Lenin, it is not difficult for us to realize that the judicial 
System is also a class concept. The socialist judicial system is the 
expression of the will of the proletariat and the people. It is the 
instrument with which the proletariat expercises class rule and prevents the 
individual from acting willfully, and it is the criterion for the people 

in governing the country. It is incompatible with avtocracy as fire is 
with water. 





Autocracy is the product of feudal rule. Its essential characteristics are: 
First, that it is the autocracy of one person. “Everything under the sun 
belongs to the king and everyone is the king's subject" and "the world's 
affairs are decided by him from above" aptly describe this characteristic. 
Secondly, it shows contempt of the judicial system. The will of the individual 
as the supreme law expresses itself in the following description: "Whoever 
debates or does not follow a decree will be executed." In essence, autocracy 
runs totally counter to the dictatorship of the proletariat. It symbolizes 
darkness and barbarism and belongs to an already dead age. Nevertheless, 

our country has experienced several thousand years of feudal rule. Although 
we have launched thorough revolution on feudalism politically and economically, 
yet, the ideological influence of the feudal tradition, of autocracy, 
bureaucratism and the patriarcal style still exists today to a serious 
extent. /utocracy is an old social filth which has had a long history. It 
will inevitably reflect itself in the lives of our party and state in the 

new socialist society. When it rekindles itself upon the existence of the 
feudal tradition and the thinking of the patriarchal system of small 
producers and when it seizes the opportunity when our political and economic 
authorities were too concentrated to spread, and when it holds up the 
signboard of the Communist Party and puts on a Marxist cloak, then its 
fraudulent nature and harmfulness become especially great. Some of our 
cadres who call themselves Communist Party members have been poisoned deeply 
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by such filth. They have totally forgotten the fact that they were public 
servants of the people, have turned the units and localities under their 
charge into independent kingdoms, have appeared in the guises of “party 
leadership,” “party discipline," “party directive," and “party Interest” 
and indulged chemselves vehemently in autocracy, which vas bureaucratisn 
when power became excessively concentrated. They acted like overlords, 
acted arbitrarily and autocratically, regarded their words as laws and 
considered others as having violated the law when they violated their words. 
Among them, some even developed to such a stage as committing serious 
crimes. People like Bai Junfeng [4101 0193 1496) and Su Hua [5685 5478] 
were out-and-out modern local tyrants. 





Lin Biao and the “gang of four" were the concentrated representatives of 
modern feudal autocracy. From the mid-60's to the mid-70's, they pushed 
feudal autocracy to the utmost limit throughout our divine land. Out of their 
counterrevolutionary political need to usurp party and state power, they 
tried their best to create in China modern blind worship; and advocated that 
“every statement is the truth" and that every statement was “the highest 
directive” and “one should implement what one understands and implement what 
one does not understand also.” These power maniacs deified others in name 
and themselves in reality. They did so on such grounds: they regarded the 
words of the leader as golden maxims and precious precepts which were many 
times above and more effective than the law, and used them to settle punish- 
ments and judge cases, sentence others to death and attack founders of the 
State above and purge the common people below. They caused unjust imprison- 
ments to take place throughout the country and plunged the broad masses of 
people into the depths of suffering and trampled all over the socialist 
judicial system. Finally, they established their “new dynasty” of feudal 
fascist dictatorship. 


The historical experience of the dictatorship of the proletariat shows that 
autocracy is the formidable enemy of democracy, of the judicial system and 
of the party, state and the people, and must be resolutely opposed. The 
Third Plenary Session pointed out that we should carry out less propaganda 
on the words of individuals and leaders because they were only individual 
opinions and not instructions and decisions. This was a resolute opposition 
to autocracy. Nobody should place himself above the people, the party, the 
state and the judicial system, or regard his own words as the law, or decide 
everything according to his own opinion. Otherwise, there will be no 
democracy and no judicial systen. 


Democracy and the judicial system not only are incompatible with autocracy 
like fire is with water, they are acutely antagon’ ic to anarchisn. 


Both proletarian democracy and the socialist judicial system require govern- 
ment, leadership and authority. Democrg:ty is a state, is a government 
organized by the people themselves in te form of democracy and is the 
management of a state by a leadershin <a the basis of democracy. The judicial 








system, on the other hand, as the will of the state, is guaranteed by the 
State power and is the criterion of action which nobody should violate. 
Lenin says: “If we do not have a political power, then all laws and all the 
organs which we have elected amount to nothing.” ("Collected Works of 
Lenin,” Vol 11, p 98) We can see therefore that government, authority and 
leadership are vital to democracy and the judicial system. However, 
anarchism opposes all forms of government, opposes all forms of leadership 
and opposes all forms of authority. Just as Proudhon says: "We do not 
want a political party. We do not waat power. All people and citizens are 
absolutely free. These three statements are our true political and social 
vows.” But then, the anarchist sermon of not wanting a political party, not 
wanting leadership and not wanting authority not only cannot be attained but 
is both a self-deception and a deception. Actually, those people who engage 
themselves in anarchism only do not want other people's government but want 
their own government, do not want other people's leadership but want their 


own leadership and do not want other people's authority but want their own 
authority. 


Both proletarian dictatorship and the socialist judicial system aim at 
enhancing the realization of the socialist Four Modernizations. Marxism 
helds that democracy and the judicial systez belong to the superstructure. 
They are determined by the socialist economic base and in turn serve the 
socialist economic base. At present, they should serve the Four Moderniza- 
tions. The Four Modernizations are great missions which the age has entrusted 
us with. It is a glorious cause that concerns the survival or extinction of 
our country and the happiness of the people. Speaking in terms of class 
essence, anarchism basically views large-scale production with hostility. 
Furthermore, it opposes modernization. Its lofty ideal is to regress to 

the “free kingdom" of small producers’ natural economy. This is a reaction 
against history and is a reaction against socialist democracy and the 
judicial system. 


Both proletarian democracy and the socialist jucicial system safeguard 
stability, unity and social order. The original meaning of democracy is 
rule by the majority. Socialist democracy is actual rule by the majority 
which has never before existed in history. Without a definite order, there 
cannot be any form of democracy, and we will not be able even to carry out 
such a thing as election. If the minority and the individual can disobey 

the decision of the majority and disobey the discipline fixed by the organiza- 
tion that truly represents the majority of the people, if the lower rank 

can disobey the higher rank, then they are not socialist democracy at all, 
but are anti-democratic and anti-social acts that ‘aust be corrected and 
stopped by socialist democracy. The judicial sysiem means order. It clearly 
stipulates what men should do and what they should not do. Under democratic 
and judicial order, the people can freely express their opinions, freely 
carry out labor and freely live their lives. But, anarchism opposes all 
forms of order and pursues an anarchist state of absolute freedom for the 
individual. Engels points out: “Even with a society thet is formed from 

two wople only, if each person refuses to give up a little autonomy, then 
how . an this society exist." ("Selected Works of Marx and Engels,” Vol 4, 

p 401. The so-called absolute freedom of the individuvil is in fact an 














infringement upon tue freedom of others and an infringement upon the entire 
freedom of the people. This runs counter to democracy and to the judicial 
system. 


Both proletarian democracy and the socialist judicial system protect the 
interests of the state, the collective and the individual. Marx says that 
only by safeguarding public order, public security and public interests can 
one have one’s own interests. Democracy asks that the minority obey the 
majority. The judicial system, on the other hand, maintains that the 
individual will should obev the class will and the people's will. Both 
insist on the primciple of the unanimity of right and obligation and insist 
on the principle of combining state, collective and individual interests. 
The case is very clear: Whoever wants to enjoy his personal freedom must 
respect the personal freedom of others; whoever wants to enjoy freedom of 
Speech must manage not to slander against others or fabricate rumors to 
mislead people; and whoever wants to enjoy labor rights and receive wages 
from society must observe labor discipline, obey the guidance of managing 
personnel and implement rules and regulations. Just as Marx has pointed 
out: There are no rights without obligations and no obligations without 
rights. However, anarchism maintains that individual interest is above all 
else and one is the most important in the world, and departs from the 
Overall interest of the people in talking, about individual interest. The 
people who engage themselves in anarchism will, for the sake of individual 
selfish interests, by hook or by crook, bring harm to the state's interests 
or the people's interests. Such an extreme individualism is at the other 
extremity of democracy and the judicial systen. 





Like autocracy, anarchism is out-and-out reactionary. It is the formidable 
enemy of democracy and the judicial systes as well as the formidable enemy 
of the state and the people. In the cultural revolution, Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four” energetically advocated the anarchist trend of thought, 
regarded the act of jeopardizing state interest and jeopardizing the people's 
lives and properties as the so-called “freedom” of the individual, allowed 
the vicious wave of “all-out civil war" to rise as high as the sky and the 
evil wind of “beating, smashing, looting, searching houses and confiscating 
property and arresting people" to sweep through the land, plunged the state 
into instability and the people into uneasiness, caused the economy to reach 
the verge of bankruptcy and endangered the people's lives and pvoperties. 
This blood-stained lessoiu must be remembered. Today, when the whole 

country is launching the Four Modernizations with one heart and one sind, 

we must resolutely oppose anarchism and forbid anarchism to interfere with 
and undermine the victorious advance of the Four Modernizations. 


It is of important and realistic significance to draw a clear line of 
demarcation between democracy and the judicial system on the one hand and 
autocracy and anarchism on the other. Only by clarifying the basic differ- 
ence between them can we truly achieve the following: 1. Resolutely 
develop democracy and establish a sound judicial system; and 2. Resolutely 
oppose autocracy and anarchism. In this way, when we see people waving the 





banner of striving tor democracy against bureaucratism, which is autocracy, 
and indulging in anarchism, we will dare come forth to guide them or to 
restrain them. And when we see people blaming the anarchist phenomenon on 
democracy and oppose democracy as though it vere anarchism, or using the 
judicial system to suppress democracy and hankering after autocrecy, we will 
dare come forth to withstand them and contend with them. In this vay, 
dexocracy and the judicial system will develop continuously in the struggle 
to Oppose autocracy and anarchism, will continue to be perfected and will 
become a great political force that will enable the large wheel of the Four 
Modernizations to roll on. 


The Inviolable Nature of Democracy and the Judicial System 


In his article “The Condition of the English Working Class," Engels points 
Out: “To the bourgeoisie, law is certainly sacred. This is because lav 
itself is made for the bourgeoisie and is promulg:ted after his consent 

and in protection of him and his interests.” Also, “Primarily, the sacred 
nature of law..., the inviolable nature of order is the most reliable support 
for his social position.” (“Collected Works of Marx and Engels,” Vol 2, 

p 515) Although this passage by Engels refers to the law of the bourgeoisie, 
yet it is of guiding significance to the democratic system and judicial 
system of our proletariat. 


The socialist judicial system is the expression of the will of the proletariat 
and the people, is the concentrated manifestation of the interests and demands 
of the proletariat and the people and is the reliable guarantee for the posi- 
tion of mast*r for the proletariat and the people. To the proletariat and 
the people, .. certainly should also be sacred, inviolable and should embrace 
supreme authority. Nevertheless, for a long time, it has been far fros 
sacred, far from authoritative, and could be violated willfully and could 

be discarded randomly. For instance, that one cannot arrest others willfully 
has long been stipulated in the cowson program, in the constitution, in the 
organic law of the court, in the organic law of the procuratorate and in the 
article on arrest and detention. Bur in reality, arrests were made care- 
lessly and the laws were a mere scrap of paper. Or for instance, our 
country’s constitution and electoral law has long formulated clearly the 
election, the period of meeting and the limits o! authority regarding the 
people's congress. And yet, for over a decade, these rules were not properly 
implemented at all. Under just such circumstances, the thinking of the 
supremacy of the law has even been criticized. Thus, an extremely important 
point in developing democracy and establishing a sound judicial system is 

to establish the supreme authority of the judicial system, se that nobody 
dares trample on it arbitrarily. 


To establish the supreme authority of democracy and the judicial systes, 
we must overcome the thinking of rule by men which has existed over a long 
period of time inside the party. The so-called rule by men means that one 
does not use the judicial system which embodies the will of the proletariat 

















and the people as the criterion for governing the country, but relies on the 
will ot the individual cadres in handling affairs. But then, if we do not 
want the judicial syvster but handle affairs according to the will of the i=s<{- 
vidual, then, when we rm into problems we will not have a criterion of 

right and wrong and will act rechiessly. We can regard the same case as 
guilty or not guilty. We can impose heavy penalty or Light penalty. Or we 
can even call something guilty not guilty and can turn something not guilty 
into something guilty. If we do things this way, it will be difficult for 

us to avoid unjust and wrong cases. Practice in the past 30 years in our 
country proves that rule by men will inevitably result in the excessive 
concentration of authority, in individual arbitrary bureaucratisa, in “a 
policy thrives when the person is living, and a policy goes into obscurity 
when the person is dead,” in the discontinuity of system and in the instability 
of the state. The result of following what one says and not the law and the 
judicial system's existence in name vill only be hareful. 


In order to see to it that our country’s democratic system and judicial 
system are inviclable, we must overcome the method of setting class struggle 
in opposition to the judicial systez. In owr socialist country, should class 
struggle be launched in accordance with the procedure stipulated by the 
constitution and by law? Marxism'’s reply is, yes we should. This is because 
the political power is in our hands and the laws are formulated by the 

people rhemselves. Waging class struggle according to the judicial pro- 
cedures is favorable to the people and to the party's cause. This is an 
absolute necessity in launching well the socialist construction. Neverthe- 
less, for a long time, we have always set class struggle in opposition to 
the judicial system, not that we demandei the class struggle to strictly 
observe the socialist judicial system, but that we permitted class struggle 
to arbitrarily go beyond the judicial system. As a result, often, under 

the banner of “class struggle,” illegal acts such as searching houses and 
confiscating property, setting up kangaroo courts, having prisons run by 
local people and extorting confessions by torture continued to appear neatly 
in legal and semi-legal fashions. Especially after the basic completion 

of the socialist transformation of the system of ownership of the means of 
production, as a result of the more and more left-inclined assessment of the 
class struggle, all restrictions of the judicial system were smashed. The 
class struggle and the striggle against the enemy were stepped up. At the 
same time, the sabotage of the judicial system was more and more serious. 
Practice proves that if we kick away the socialist judicial system in waging 
class struggle, we will enc up not purging the enemy but ourselves, not 
enhancing production but seriously undermining production, and not having 
combated and prevented revisionism but almost caused the downfall of our 

own party and state. We should always bear in min’ *his lesson. In the 
future, no matter whether it is a problem of the cuntradictions among the 
people or a problem of the contradictions between the enemy and ourselves, 
we should solve it accordirg to the procedures stipulated by the constitu- 
tion and by law. We must strictly forbid the adoption of illegal means to 
hanile the problem of class struggle; we must not permit anyone to use the 
pretext of the so-called ccordinating with the situation and serving the central 
task to violate judicial procedures, deviate from the stipulations by law and 
intensify punishment arbitrarily. 











In order to enable the socialist democratic system and judicial system 

to embrace supreme authority, the party committee must abide by the law and 
the struggle inside the law must be waged in a lawful manner. Laws are 
formulated by the supreme organ of authority under the leadership of the 
Party Central Committee. It not only represents the interests and will of the 
peopie throughout the country, but also reflects in a concentrated manner ‘ 1e 
party's policies and advocations. Thus, party committees at any level, from 
tue Party Central Committee to the basic-level party orgenization, must 
unanimously carry out the law. Our party's leading position in the country 
determines the fact that party committees at various levels have a specially 
important responsibility in implementing the law. They must chang~ the 
previous phenomena of following what one says and not what the law says 

and of paying attention only to the party's general and specific policies 
and not to the state's laws. The various instructions of the party must 

not violate the principle and concrete formulation of the law. If any 
article of the law can no longer meet the needs of the development of 
objective situations, we can amend it through judicial procedures. Practice 
proves that if the party committee does not abide by the law, if the party's 
supreme leading organ does not abide by the law, and if the party's high- 
level leaders do not abide by the law, then the party's cause will be 
jeopardized and we will destroy ourselves and disappoint the party members 
and the people. We must forever abolish all the methods that undermine the 
judicial system, such as interrogation in isolation, unwarranted search 

of somebody's house, illegal arrest and illegal imprisonment. The highest 
punishment of the party is expulsion from the party. No party organization 
or individual can carry out struggle inside the party without regarding 
party discipline and state law. Those questions of going beyond the realm 
of party discipline and violating criminal laws should be handled according 
to the law and through judicial procedures. "If the beam above is not 
proper, the beam below too cannot be proper.” If the party committee does 
not abide by the law and if the struggle inside the party is not waged in a 
lawful manner, then it is empty verbiage to talk about intensifying the 
socialist system. 


To establish the supreme authority of the socialist democratic system and 
the judicial system, we must resolutely impose sanctions on those people who 
dare infringe upon these systems. We proletariat must use legal sanction 

as a weapon to protect our own people's democratic system and people's 
judicial system. Of course, the question lies not in severe penalties but 
in the inevitability of sanction and in the surety of exposing every illejal 
or criminal act that infringes upon the people's rights. Thus, law enforve- 
ment must be strict. Judicial organs must maintain their independence in 
performing their functions and authorities. Judges and procurators must 
embrace a fearless spirit of being ready to die at their posts and of 
enforcing the law unflinchingly, and remain faithful to the law and the 
system and remain faithful to the people's interests. They must look into 
all acts that violate the li. Everyone is equal before the law. No matter 
how high their positions ar» and how great their merits are, as long as they 
violate the criminal law ani commit a crime, they must be punished according 











to the law. We must definitely not permit the existence of special citizens 
who are beyond the law or special privileges which are above the law. 


The Second Session of the Fifth National People's Congress has made a stride 
of historical significance in developing democracy and in establishing a 
sound judicial system. As long as we resolutely imp: ment to the letter 

the laws adopted at the session, and truly use them as t.. criteria for 
action, we can surely win the people's trust, draw in practice a clear line 
of demarcation with the ultra-Left line of Lin Biao and the "gang of four,” 
raise the prestige of the party and the proletarian state and gradually 
build our country into a prosperous powerful socialist country that embraces 
a high-standard democracy and a sound judicial system and that forever 
perseveres in socialism and international justice, and benefit our future 
generations. 




















PARTY AND STATE 


COUNTY PARTY COMMITTEE HELPS SOLVE MASSES’ PROBLEMS 





Shanghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese 24 Sep 79 p 2 


[Article: "Party Committee and Revolutionary Committee of Jiating County 
Seriously Solve Difficulties Encountered by the Masses: Members of the 
Leadership Group Take Turns To Receive Visitors From the Ranks of the 
Masses" ] 


[Text] This newspaper's own correspondence: On 7 September, a country 
woman came to the reception room of the Jiating County Party Committee and 
County Revolutionary Committee. After the receptionist o duty that day 
finished listening to her pleas, he felt that the requests she made were 
quite reasonable. He immediately made contact with the Party Committee 
secretary concerned with commune matters; after study of those pleas, 
appropriate arrangements were made in response. That woman, who came in 
anger in the beginning, left all in smiles. This practice on the part of 
the party and government leading cadres in taking turns to receive visitors 
from the ranks of the masses in such a way has, since 1 March this year, 
already become an established system. Up to this time, they have personally 
received 404 groups of visitors fram the ranks of the masses. The County 
Party Committee is determined to insist on carrying on this system. 


This practice on the part of the leading cadres in receiving visitors 

from the ranks of the masses persmally and listening to the appeals and 
voices of the masses directly has served to bring relations between the 
party and the masses closer and to consolidate and develop the fine 
siutation of stability and unity. During February and March this year, 

a contingent of youths returning from their countryside assignments visited 
the county authorities in one group after another; they requested that 
solutions be provided to the residence, employment and livelihood problems 
they had by then encountered. County Party Committee Secretary Li Xueguang 
and others received them personally. In accordance with the established 
policies of the party, these officials did a great deal of ideological 
work and asked the departments and units concerned to propose suggestions 
on the basis of concrete situations accordingly. Afterwards, the Standing 
Committee of the County Party Committee conducted a special study of the 
question as to how to solve those problems, issued relevant documents, and 
thereby solved the question in good time. The masses were relatively 
satisfied. 
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The way the leading cadres of the County Party Committee personally 
received visitors from the ranks of the masses served to clarify certain 
sicuatioms and also to demonstrate their own determinat-on; as a result, 
even ceri2in problems which had remained unsolved for long periods of 

time could be solved with ease. In the case of Wan Airu, member of the 
Lianqun Brigade, Huangdu Commune, of this county, for example, she happens 
to have receivei as her share three rooms in a temple during the Land 
Reform period. These roams were rented by the cultural and educational 
units for their use in 1952, but this was done without “he complete 
conventional procedures being followed. By 1956, the rooms were further 
converted into part of a public school for common use. Because of this 
situation, Wan Airu repeatedly visited units at the superior level concerned 
to request that she be allowed to take back those privately owned rooms, 
but for a very ‘ong time she did not receive a satisfactory answer. After 
Deputy Secret>, of the County Party Committee Wen Yan listened to Wan's 
appeal m the day hewas on duty, he immediately asked the concerned units 
to look up the Land Reform data and insisted that the rooms be returned 

in accordance with the established policy. A problem which had dragged 

on for several years and for which she had run back and forth dozens of 
times without obtaining any solution thus became solved in the course of 

a single day. 


This practice om the part of the leading cadres in receiving visitors from 
the ranks of the masses and in solving the problems presented by <he masses 
by seeking truth from facts served to establish in organs at the county 
level a working style in showing genuine concern about difficulties and 
hardships facing the masses and doing their best to serve the masses. 
During the reception, the county leadership, after learning about a given 
situation, usually got in touch with other concerned departments and units 
in order to study metheds of finding a solutio and eventually solve the 
problems confronted one after another; to the work of those departments 

and units, this constituted a stimulus in itself. When Zhou Yunzhi, member 
of the llth production team in the Heping Brigade in Chuqiao Commune, t ound 
that his residence was eroded by white ants, he requested that it be 
rebuilt. His report was forwarded to the County Planning Commission. For 
the sake of guaranteeing spring production and reducing the use of labor 
and land for non-productive purposes, the Commission temporarily declined 
to approve his request. Because his residence was endangering his life, 

he paid an ureent visit to the County Party Committee. On the basis of 
this concrete situation, the County Party Committee asked the Planning 
Commission to provide him with the needed solution, Comiades of the 
Planning Commission thus became involved as a result; they extended their 
understanding of this given case also to that oi: cher cases and thereby 
proceeded still further to examine and approve the requests of a large 
contingent of households in need of having their residences rebuilt. Thus 
a good thing was done in the interest of the masses. 


This practices m the part of the leading cadres in receiving visitors fram 
the ranks of the masses personally also constituted a stimulus to the 
communication and mutual-visit work between the various departments and 








units. In such communication and mutual-visit work difficult problems 
requiring definite policy guidance and extensive consultation for their 
solution are often encountered. If such problems are allowed to be left 
to ordinary staff members to receive and treat them, these staff members 
can only relate them to the corcerned departments and units or turn them 
over to those departments and units; as a result, the problems often re- 
maiz unsolved for long periods of time because of the delays and 
inattention involved. Wren leading cadres receive visitors from the ranks 
of the masses personally, they can convene meetings to cope with these 
difficult problems directly, make decisions according to established 
policies of the party, and solve them expeditiously. For example, the 
transportation workers and employees at the Jiangqiao Commune all happen 
to be boat people. From 1971 on, they began to apply for residing on the 
land, and the various construction materials were also prepared for them 
for this purpose. But because they are boat people not subject to the 
jurisdiction of a production team, neither their brigade ner their commune 
would come forward to approve their request for lots for the construction 
of such housing. They therefore veut to visit the County Revolutionary 
Committee directly, and Deputy Chairman of the County Revolutiaoary 
Committee Feng Shuchun, after receiving them personally, thereby asked the 
concerned comrades to contact the Jiangqiao Commune in order to hold joizxt 
discussions and approve the requests for the lots as situations warranted. 
The problem thus finally was solved. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


MUNICIPAL PARTY COMMITTEE HOLDS PROPAGANDA WORK CONFERENCE 
Beijing BEIJING RIBAO in Chinese 27 Sep 79 p l 


[Article: "The Beijing Municipal Committee of the Chinese Communist 
Party Makes Preparations To Hold Propaganda Work Conference: Unfold 
Discussion on the Criterion for Testing Truth in a General and Deepening 
Way, and Conduct Education on the Ideological Line of Dialectical 
Materialism. Comrade Lin Hujia Points Out: The Key To Carrying Out the 
Discussion Well Is To Eliminate the Remnant Poisons of Lin Biao aid the 
‘gang of four’ and To Solve the Problem of Whether To ‘Hold High the 
Banner’ or To ‘Cut Down the Banner’: the Discussion Must Be Connected 

to Practice so as To Promote the Four Modernizations; Party Organs at the 
Various Levels, Particularly the No 1 and No 2 in Command Thereof, Must 
Show Their Banner Clearly, Take the Lead in Emarcipating Their Thinking, 
and Grasp the Discussion Well"] 


[Text] This newspaper's own correspondence: First Secretary Lin Hujia 

of the Munic. pal Party Committee said at the recently convened Municipal 
Party Committee Propaganda Work Conference that we must unfold the study 

and discussion of the question of the criterion for testing truth in a 
general and deepening way within the jurisdiction of the entire municipality, 
at the various fronts, in the various enterprises, and from the leading 
organs down to the basic levels and thereby carry out education on the 
ideological line of dialetical materialism. 


The central theme of this recent ?ropaganda Work Conference convened by 

the Municipal Party Committee was to study how to make preparations in 
order to provide well the make-up lesson on the criterion for testing 

truth among the party members and cadres of the entire municipality, 
especially among the leading cadres at the varic levels. Vice Minister 
Zhu Muzhi of the Central Propaganda Ministry of the Chinese Communist Party 
came to the conference and delivered a report. First Secretary of the 
Municipal Party Committee Lin Hujia summed up the proceedings of the 
conference, and Third Secretary Jia Tingsan made a speech. At the beginning 
of the conference, member of the Standing Committee of the Municipal Party 
Committee Propaganda Department Head Liu Daosheng acted in behalf of the 
Municipal Party Committee in making a report on how to provide well the 
make-up icsson on the criterion for testing truth and further rectify our 
ideological line accordin;yly. 
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While summing up the conference procecdings, Comrade Lin Hujia pointed 

out: To carry out a discussion on the criterion for testing truth is 
namely to emancipate our thinking, return the state of disorder to that 

of order, and thereby conduct our education on the ideological line of 
dialectical materialism. The overwhelming majority of the cadres and 
masses of the Beijing Municipality are supportive of the line, principles 
and policies ratified at the Third Plenary Session of the lith Party 
Central Committee. Since the convening of that Third Plenary Sessia of 
the llth Party Central Committee, a considerable amountof work has already 
been done on the various fronts, and great results have also been achieved 
in eliminating the remnant poisons and influence of Lin Biao and the “gang 
of four" and in carrying forward our work. But, at the earlier stage we 
did not grasp well the study and discussia of the criterion for testing 
truth and the education oa the ideological line of dialectical materialism; 
nor did we grasp them in a very effective way. We grasped only individual 
items of work, only the return from disorder to order in certain 
problematical areas, and failed to do so from the basic question of the 
ideological line. This resulted in the fact that certain ideological 
questions could not be thoroughly solved. When the line, principles and 
policies of the Third Plenary Session of the llth Sarty Central Committee 
were being subject oo thorough implementation, the understanding of most 
comrades was relacively clear. But, in the case of some comrades, their 
understanding remained muddled. Some of them continued to hold the attitude 
of “bookism."” A few individuals even regarded an act not directly based 
on the “book” directly as “cutting down the banner.” On the basis of 

such a situation, it is quite necessary to provide well the make-up 

lesson on the criterion for testing truth through discussion and thereby 
carry out the education on the ideological line of dialectical materialism. 


Comrade Lin Hujia said: The key to handling well the discussion of the 
criterim for testing truth is to eliminate the remnant poisons of Lin Biao 
and the “gang of four" and seriously solve the question of whether to "hold 
high the banner" or to “cut down the banner." What we hold high is the 
banner of Mao Zedong Thought. Mao Zedong Thought is no other than the 
unity of the general truth of Marxism-Leninism and the concrete practice 

of the Chinese revolution. To begin everything from reality, to seek truth 
from facts, and to connect theory with practice is the quintessence of 

Mao Zedong Thought and also the core of the ideological line of dialectical 
materialism. The criterion for testing truth can mly be social practice. 
What practice proves to be correct, we must insist on; what practice proves 
to be incorrect, we must rectify. This is the basic principle which 
Comrade Mao Zedong always advocated and insisted @m. Out of their ambition 
to seize power and usurp the party, Lin Biao and the “gang of four™ twisted 
Mao Zedong Thought, alleged that “every sentence of it is a truth,” turned 
Mao Zedong Thought into stereotyped dogma, and there iy sabotaged the 

ideo logical line of dialectical materialism log established by our party. 
Facts are very clear: the question of whether to insist on or to oppose 

the dialectical~materialistic ideological line of Camrade Mao Zedong is 

in essence also the question of whether to genuinely hold high, or falsely 
hold high, the banner of Mao Zedong Thought. Only by insisting on starting 


MN 








everything from reality, on seeking truth from facts, om connecting theory 
with practice will it be possible for us to master the scientific system 

of Mao Zedong Thought completely and accurately, to unite the basic 
principles of Mao Zedong Thought with the practice of our Four Modernizatias 
and air internal and external struggles, and thereby to carry forward 

Mao Zedong Thought still further. Only thus can it be said to be a case 

of genuinely holding high the banner of Mao Zedong Thought. 


Comrade Lin Hujia also said: The goal of carrying out the discussion on 
the criterion for testing truth and of emancipating our thinking is, in 
the final analysis, to unite the whole party and the people of the whole 
country to promote the Four Modernizations in a most down-to-earth way. 

We must unite the discussion of the criterion for testing truth with the 
summing up of the experience of the Four Modernizations and thereby 
gradually explore and master the laws of the Four Modernizations befitting 
the situations and characteristics of our country. We must seriously 
carry out things always advocated by Chairman Mao such as "uniting theory 
with practice," “starting from the masses and returning to the masses," 
“concentrating them together and insisting upon them thereafter," 

summing up our experiences incessantly through practice, cognition, 
practice again, and cognition again, so as to continue to elevate the 
level of our work and greatiy accelerate the speed of our Four Modernizations. 


Camrade Lin Hujia finally said: To handle well the discussion of the 
criterion for testing truth and to rectify qr ideological line is the 
most fundamental kind of returning from disorder to order. Party organs 
at the various levels of the entire municipality, especially the No 1 and 
No 2 in command thereof, must elevate their ideology and their understanding 
to such a high level, show their banner clearly, take the lead in 
emancipating everybody's thinking, and genuinely see to it that the work 
in this regard is tightly and effectively grasped. We must study theory 
and understand clearly the basic viewpoint of dialectical materialism; we 
must closely unite ideolcgical work with reality and relevantly provide 
solutions to the existing problems; we must grasp relevant models, sum up 
good experiences, and guide aur discussions toward ever greater depths. 


During the conference period, the Caoyang District Committee and Changping 
Country Committee of the Chinese Communist Party, the Municipal Bureau of 
the Textile Industry, Research Institute No 5 of the 7th Machine Industry 
Ministry, the Steel Refirery of the Capital Iron and Steel Works, the 
Finance and Trade Departrent of the Western District of the City, 
Changshaoying Commune in Huairowu County, Gao Shihqing of No 3 Cotton 
Textile Mill of Beijing end units and individua, of the like all introduced 
their own experiences in making up the lesson on the criterion for testirg 
truth. Their experience: prove that when the discussion of the criterion 
for testing truth is seriously and effectively carried out, peop]-'‘s 
thinking and working out) ook is bound to experience a considerable change 
which would greatly pramte the shift of the focus in their work 
accordingly. Comrades perticipating in the conference enthusiastically 
and penetratingly discussed the reports and the model experiences thus 








presented. They also expressed good opinims and made good proposals 
in respect to the work of the Mui_cipal Party Committee and the conduct 
of the make-up lesson fram now on. The conference proceeded in a very 
lively and innovative manner. 


The conference considered that, in making up the lesson om the criteria 
for testing truth, efforts must be made to yield practical results. It 
would not be permissible to resort to formalism, to propaganda of *he 
slogan-shouting and poster-posting type; perfunctory going-through the 
process must be prevented. The fine tradition of the party's ideological 
and political work must be fully restored and given the chance to play its 
role. Full play must likewise be given to democracy; there must be 
determination to carry out the “three not-to policy” of not to attach 
labels at random, not to grab braids at random, and not to strike people 
with a big stick at randcem. No crude calumny must be committed toward 
the not yet very clear understanding as may be exhibited by the masses; 
nor oppressim,. It is necessary to conduct patient and careful work of 
persuasion. To those whcse thinking proves temporarily stultified there 
Lust be a patient waiting period. As for the very small minority who 
fell victim to the remnart poisons rather deeply and who therefore are 
found to be still insisting on the thought system of the “gang of four,” 
ideologic2l work must also be conducted so as to accelerate changing 
their minds. 


Among the nearly 400 people who participated in the conference were 
responsible comrades of the Municiral Party Commitiee, the Municipal Revo- 
lutionary Committee and their various subordinate departments and units, 
as weli as responsible comrades of the variuus districts, counties, and 
bureaus, and universities and colleges, and the prcepaganda departments and 
units. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


VIEWS ON CONTRADICTIONS, CLASS STRUGGLE AMONG PEOPLE 
No Class Struggle Among People 
Shanghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese J)4 Sep 79 p 4 


[Article by Lu Huilin [0712 25%5 7207): “Is There Still Class Strvcgie 
Among the People? It Is Imprvper to Continue to Suggest There 1: Class 
Struggle Among the People”) 


[Text] According to Marxism, class struggle reflects struggle between 
classes which have conflicts in fundamental interests, This is a basic 
concept in the Marxist theory of class struggle. Although currently 

there are different sorts of contradictions among the people in our nation, 
yet these types of contradictions are based on the same interests of the 
people. There are no fundamental conflicts of interests among the people. 
Accordingly, there is no class struggle among the people, 


As to the influence and manifestations of class struggle within the people, 
we should only regard them as problems of influence and manifestations, 

and treat them as such, not considering them as class struggle. Take as 
example the struggle in the sphere of ideology, Class enemies utilize all 
kinds of counterrevolutionary and decaying thoughts to corrupt our masses 
and poison our youth, We expose and deal blows on their activities, and 
these are class struggle in the sphere of ideology, This kind of class 
struggle is absolutely unrelated to class struggle in the spheres of 
politics and economy, and it should not be examined in isolation. Among 
the people there are always different kinds of situations indicating 
thoughts under the influence of the capitalist class and the feudal class, 
and they are reflections of social ciass struggle among the people. How- 
ever, this is different from the attacks on us by the enemies, We must 
distinguish between two kinds of contradictions. to some problems 

among the people arising from the inflwence of class struggle, we should 
not lightly label them as class struggle, much the less start a class 
struggle to solve them, Sather, we should insist on using the methods 

of criticiem and education, including initiating necessary thought struggle. 


In 1957, after we basically completed the socialist reform on the system of 
ownership on production materials, Comrade Mao Zedong proposed that the 








general task was to correctly handle contradictions among the people. How- 
ever, after this general task was proposed, it has not been well carried 
out. There are varfous reasons. In my opinion one of the direct reasons 
{is treating and handling the influence and manifestations of class struggle 
as class struggle per se. Now that the era has begun for new historical 
development, we must again take it as our general task to correctly handle 
contradictions among the people. It would be improper to continue to 
suggest there is class struggle among the people. 


Class Struggle Remains 
Shanghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese 18 Sep 79 p 4 


|Article by Deng Peigen [6772 1014 2704]: “Class Struggle Among the People 
Still Remains") 


\iext} Some people have said that class struggle among the people merely 
refers to the struggle between the working class and the national bourgeoisie 
in our mation. Since as a class the national bourgeoisie is no longer 
around, there should be no more class struggle among the people. Obviously 
this is a misunderstanding. In 1957 Chairman Mao said: the class struggle 
between the working class and the uationai bourgeoisie in our nation is a 
class struggle among the people. However, Chairman also stated: "Part of 
current class struggle is a struggle between the enemy and us, but mostly 

it is contradiction among the people. The few individuals who are making 
troubles today reflect this situation.” What is the s‘ uation reflected 

by them? It means that among the individuals who make trouble, a few of 
them represent contradictions between the enemy and us, but most of them 
represent class struggie among the people. How can this be regarded as 
struggle between the «king class and the national bourgeoisie. If we 
recognize that class struggle still exists among the people, we must be 

able to point out the two antagonistic classes among the people. By the 
erm logic, then, if we admit that class struggle remains in the present 
stage of our nation, we must also be able to point out that there are 

still two antagonistic classes in our nation, This argument is not con- 
vincing. As the exploiting class was eliminated, the direct confrontation 
between two the classes has ceased to exist. The class struggle among the 
people is shown in the following way: a few individuals make trouble; 

some constitute unlawful or undisciplined acts which have caused damage to 
the fundamental interests of the proletariat, but they are not serious 
enough for criminal prosecution. According to the Criminal Law, the 
youngsters who are under a certain age are not punishable or are pun‘shed 
lightly if they commit a crime, This does not mean their acts are not class 
struggle or are not manifestations of class struggle. Rather, they precisely 
reflect class struggle among the people. 








Class Struggle, Internal Contradictions 
Shanghai WEN Hl BAO in Chinese 15 Sep 79 p 4 


|Article by Chen Yifan [7115 0001 1581): “Contradictions with the Character 
of Class Struggle Still Exist Among the People™] 


{Text, In our country, there still are all kinds of class enemies against 
the system of socialism. The political and ideological inflwence of the 
exploiting class will continue to exist for a long time. We must persist 
in class struggle. This struggle will both affect ind !mpact on the people. 
The contradictions that arise from this struggle should be regarded as 
possessing the character of class struggle. The internal manifestations 
of this class struggle among the people are mostly shown in the sphere of 
ideology. The political and ideological influence of the exploiting class 
still exists among the people, and a few class enemies are attempting, with 
various means, to win over and corrupt some individuals who have weak will 
power. Among the people, some will engage in capitalist activities, such 
as engaging in speculation and engaging in underground contracts [illega)] 
hiring] etc. This sort of influence from capitalist thought and these 
capitalist activities still remains among the people, they possess the 
character of an exploiting class, and their effect is to bring damages to 
proletarian tasks and to the fundamental interests of the working pecple. 
We must correctly proceed with education and struggle to cope with these 
problems. We should consider it as having the character of class struggle, 
when it is a struggle by the proletarian class against the political and 
ideological influence of the exploiting class and against the tendency 
toward capitalisn. 


Will class struggle be expanded as a rujuic of linking contradictions 

among the people with class struggle? I do not think so. One of the 
important lessons from the previous mistake of expanding class struggle 

when we handled the problem of clase struggle, is that we were not able to 
correctly recognize and handle contradictions among the people. All 
contradictions among the people do not posvess the chacacter of class 
struggle. A considerable number of internal contradictions among the people 
do net possess the character of class struggle. Examples include different 
viewpoints due to different opinions on academic questions, etc. To deal 
with these contradictions we should make concrete analysis and properly 
resolve them. We should not arbitrarily lump them together with class 
struggle. Even if a contradiction possesses the character of class struggle, 
it may not necessarily be contradiction between the enemy and us, Some 
individuals whose willpower is weak may have been ‘luenced by capitalist 
thoughts or have been influenced by capitalists engaged  n some capitalist 
activities; but they do not immediately represent contracictions between 

the enemy and us. A contradiction will change its nature beyond certain 
limits. Accordingly, when we recognize and handle these problems, we must 
rigorously distinguish between two kinds of contradictions that possess 
different characteristics. 





Class Contradiction, Struggle Remains 
Shanghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese 15 Sep 79 p 4 


{Article by Li Junru [2621 0689 1172]: "A Little Class Struggle Among 
the People Indeed Still Remains™] 


[Text] My perception is that a little class contradiction and class struggle 
still, indeed, remains in the internal contradictions among the people. in 
the “Report on the Work of the Government,” Comrade Hua Guofeng pointed out 
that in our couw.try there are still counterrevolutionaries, all kinds of 
criminal elements who have caused serious damage to the socialist order, 
and renmants of other old exploiting classes. They constitute the six 
“elements” and two “remnants.” We should make concrete analysis of the 
more complicated situations. For example, for “sll kinds of criminal 
elements who have caused serious damage to the socialist order,” we are 
engaged in class struggle against them. Article 52 of the Criminal Law 
provides: “Additional deprivation of political rights should be faposed on 
counterrevolutionaries, When necessary, additional deprivation of political 
rights may also be imposed on criminal elements who have caused serious 
damage to the social order. Depriving political rights is a punishment 
used for handling contradictions between the eremy and us. All criminal 
elements who have caused serious damage to the social order are not to be 
deprived of political rights. This is to say that all of them need not 

be treated as contradictions between the enemy and us. For example, among 
“the ramnants of other old exploiting classes,” there are a few individuals 
who were capitalists but have not been well rehabilitated. Now that an 
absolute majority of them from this class of individuals who have production 
abilities have been rehabilited into self-sustaining workers in the 
socialist society, the remaining few still have antagonistic contradictions 
against us, but nevertheless they should be included in contradictions 
among the people. We will continue to reform them and make them int« 
self-sustaining workers. This is to say that there is still a little 

class contradiction and class struggle among the peopic. 


Will class struggle be expanded, then, if we recognize that a little class 
contradiction and class struggle still exists among the people? It will 

not be. The major problem arising from expanding class struggle is to 

push a number of individuals among the people to the side of the enemy and 
to treat them as class enemy for class struggle. The situation will Se the 
opposite if we recognize that a iittle class contradition and class struggle 
still exists among the people. In so doing, we will not be pushing a 
number of individuals among the people to the side of the enemy, Rather, 
we will handle the little class contradiction and struggle as contradictions 
among the people, and try to reform these individuals by the use of spectal 
forms of struggle. Obviously, this is not expanding class struggle, but it 
is a method ‘or correctly engaging in class struggle. 
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PARTY ANI) STATE 


CLOSE LINKS WITH MASSES SAID NECESSARY IN BUILDING NATION 
Beijing GONCREN RIBAO in Chinese 3 Oct 79 » 1! 


(Article by Zhang Ce [1728 4595)! deputy secretary of the Commission for In- 
specting Discipline of the CCP Central Committee: "To Be Divorced From the 
Masses Is the Greatest Danger”) 


|Text]) Maintaining close links with the masses is a glorious tradition of 

our party and a magic weapon for defeating the enemy. In the past, by relying 
on this magic weapon, we seized state power and gained the great victory of 
socialist revolution and construction. We should still rely on it today to 
achieve total victory in the Four Modernizations construction. The historical 
experience of our Farty proves that the attitude which we adopt toward the 
masses is of crucial importance in the victory or defeat of our undertaking. 


We frequently compare contact between the Party and the masses of the people 
to the contact between fish and water, and this is absolutely correct. In 
the past, many comrades worked to set up base areas. In those years, opening 
a base area began with few people and even fewer weapons. What did they rely 
on’ They relied on contact with the flesh and blood of the masses, on msin- 
taining close contact with the masses, and on careful mass work. At that 
time, a8 soon as our comrades reached a piace they became one with the masses 
there, spread propaganda among the masses, taught them and gradually launched 
a revolutionary struggle. As a result, the base areas were successfully 
established and expanded dail*. The revolutionary ranks grew from a few 
people to a mighty army. Revoitionary practice proves that the masses have 
a vast reservoir of revolutionary initiative. If we stand firmly together with 
the masses, serve the people wholeheartedly and are good at turning party 
policy into mass action, the masses will go along with us and wi)i burst 

out with inexhaustible power, and we can overcome ar difficulties and hard- 
ships in the world. 


After the nation was founded, our party had the state power in its hands. This 
position of being the party in power produced certain misconceptions among 

some comrades, such as with control of the power, one could do what one wished; 
that economic and natural laws could be ignored; that the interests and voices 

ot the masses need not be heeded; that adherence to the principle of following 

the wishes of the masses vas unnecessary; and that mass production, mss ex- 














perience, mass morale and mass democratic rights need nr: be heeded. Ina 
word, to ignore the masses and to be divorced from the masses. Thus, from 
the time that the erroneous style of being divorced from the masses began, 
our party's prestige among the masses suffered severe damage. 





Those who thought that because they were in authority they could do as they 
wished were really greatly and unusually mistaken. Throughout history and 
in all countries, there has never been a heroic achievement which was not in 
accord with the tide of history or had succeeded in winning the support of the 
people. Has anyone ever held power who went against the tide and collapsed 
because he lost popular support? Didn't Lin Biao and the "gang of four” run 
rampant for a time? What was the outcome? Isn't it a case of when a 
dynasty collapses it leaves a stink for 10,000 years? Comrade Mao Zedong 
pointed out sharply that what makes imperialism and all reactionaries paper 
tigers is the fact that they are divorced from the masses. In recent years, 
two events have enjoyed great popular support. One is the smashing of the 
“pang of four" and the other is the Third Plenary Session of the Central 
Committee of the CCP llth Session. Agriculturally, this spring was busier 
than ever before. As soon as the documents of the Third Plenary Session of 
the Central Committee of the CCP were passed on, the masses were delighted 
and hurried to celebrate. Firecrackers were sold out in no time. This 
revolutionary zeal of the masses wasn't mobilized by any power; rather, it 
got popular support because our policy was in accord with popular wishes. 
Everything our party undertakes is entirely a mass enterprise and should be 
completed through the hands of the masses. Only complete faith and reliance 
on the masses will insure that the revolution will succeed and construction 
will be completed. 


After the proletariat seizes political power, an important problem it faces 

is to avoid being divorced from the masses. Based on our party's historical 
experience, a correct political line is of primary importance to avoid being 
divorced from the masses. An erroneous political line is the greatest cause 
of divorce from the masses. Our Party is the masses's guide. If we steer 
them wrong, the masses will not support us or go along with us. In our party's 
history we have encountered two great disasters, and both were a result of an 
incorrect line. One was Wang Ming's [27769 2494] “left” opportunist line and 
the other was the ultraleftist line of Lin Biao and the "gang of four." Both 
of these lines ran counter to the fundamental interests of the masses and thus 
were divorced from the broad masses and nearly ruined the revolution and 
destroyed construction. The Party Central Committee, headed by Comrade Mao 
Zedong, criticized the error of Wang Ming's “left" opportunism; summarized the 
experience of mass struggle; and, on the basis of the characteristics and laws 
of the Chinese revolution, formulated a correct political line. This was the 
general line of the new democratic revolution. This line represented the 
fundamental interests of the masses and thus was supported by ail the people 
in the country, so the revolution succeeded. Now we can happily see the Party 
Central Committee headed by Comrade Hua Guofeng has formulated a correct 
political line for us and this is the Four Modernizations. This line was 
achieved at enormous cost. We are pursuing socialist revolution and socialist 
construction on a semifeudal, semicolonial ruins, in a country where small 











production is dominant and the level of production is low. There are no ready- 
made solutions in Marxist documents, so we must explore and act by ourselves. 
After W years of successes and failures, we have summarized the correct and 
the incorrect aspects of our experience and have formulated this Marxist line. 
This line reflected the objective laws of social development, conformed to the 
fundamental interests of the masses of the people and once it was advanced it 
received the wholehearted support of all the people in the country. 





We should steadfastly uphold the work method of the mass line. During the 
revolutionary war, the entire party regarded the mass line very highly. At 
that time leadership cadres, cadres in general and even soldiers understood 
the importance of following the mass line. After the country was founded, 
although we carried on the excellent traditions of the Party, the pernicious 
influence ot feudal officialdom continued constantly to attack us. Some 
comrades became arrogant, the bad habit of bureaucratism gradually began to 
develop, and great changes toc place in the lif= and work sty'e. Many 
comrades placed themselves in the position of officials and placed the masses 
in the position of “commoner”, treating the masses of the people as feudalism's 
“officials” had treated the “commoners.” Either they sat on high playing the 
official or old gentleman, or they commanded blindly without regard for 
objective laws and the wishes of the masses. At every turn they resorted to 
coercion and authoritarianism, lecturing and punishing the people. There was 
none of the “Three rewards is better than one punishment.” Many of our basic 
level cadres participated in work or took on leadership tasks during the time 
when Lin Biao and the "gang of four" ran rampant, and they did not understand 
how to follow the mass line. We must undertake enlightenment work on these 
comrades so they will understand the importance of the mass line and will 
follow the mass line. The problem now is that some of our old comrades have 
lost the good traditions of the mass line. Very few of them go down to the 
basic levels, but instead they spend their time writing reports. Their heads 
become more and more empty. How can they perform good leadership? The mass 
line method is persuasion and education and of democratic centralism, the 
method of coming from and going to the masses. The main idea is to develop 
democracy and to bring every positive factor into play. The three great 
democracies of our PLA is the concrete application of the mass line. In order 
to fight, the commander first gives the mission to the soldiers and lets 
everyone have a “Zhuge Liang meeting” to offer plans and strategies. Then he 
puts together everyone's opinions, formulates the battle plans and transmits 
them for implementation. The soldiers not only understand why they are 
fighting but also understand how to fight. This is called military democracy. 
The production democracy of the factory and farm was learned from the PLA. 
Practice proves that the mass line is the basic meth-' for us to work well. 


To maintain close contact with the masses we must also adhere to hard work and 
plain living. We CCP members have a glorious tradition called "be first to 
bear the hardships and last to enjoy comforts." In war, Party members are 
always in the van. In production, Party members always choose the heavy work. 
Only in the face of enjoyment do Party members always retreat. "Advance when 
you see difficulty, yield when you see glory” is the best evaluation of a CCP 
member. In leadership of the masses, our Party relies on correct policy and 











on Party members who are good models. By relying on these two things we can 
unite the broadest masses and win great victory after great victory. 


After the political line has been determined, the cadres are the decisive 

factor. The CCP Central Committee has already formulated a correct political 
line. Now it is up to our cadres. If our broad cadres uphold the work method 

of the mass line, uphold opposition to the unhealthy trends of bureaucratizing 
and special privileges, maintain a policy of hard work and plan living, we can 
unite the broad masses, bring the initiative of the masses into full play in 

the broadest way and successfully complete the mission of the Four Modernizaciions. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


WARNING AGAINST BLIND RELIGIOUS SENTIMENT ISSUED 
Beijing ZHONGGUO QINGNIAN BAO in Chinese 22 Sep 79 p 2) 


{Article by Zhang Guogian [1728 0948 6197] and Zhu Zengquan [2612 1073 
3123}: “Science, Sentiment, and Religion") 


[Text] We have often encountered such cases during our thorough discussions 
on the criterion of truth: some cadres considered sentiment for our leader 
as conflicting with the scientific approach of seeking truth from facts, 

and they claimed that they “couldn't take it sentimentally” should one 
attempt to criticize the two “established authorities;" others even suspected 
that those emancipated cadres not only harbored "no sentiment" towards our 
leader but intended to “rock the boat" in toppling the revolutionary base. 

It is therefore imperative to make a clear distinction between scientific 
rationalism and blind sentimentalism, 


Since sentiment as an ideology is still distinctly stamped with the brand 
of a class in our class society, it must be asserted in the first place that 
the people's sentiments for their own leader are spontaneous and duty-bound. 
The reason why the proletariat and the broad laboring masses of China 
cherish a genuine, warm affection towards such proletarian leaders of the 
older generation as Chairman Mao, Premier Zhou and Standing Committee 
Chairman Zhu is that while standing for the interests and will of the 
proletariat, they exercised great leadership in guiding the Chinese people 
in advancing the cause of liberation, thereby engendering profound class 
feelings from the masses. While prompting the people to rally closely 
.ound our leader in bravely striving for the revolutionary cause with one 
heart and one mind, this kind of sentiment has reflected the people's trust 
upon our leader. 


However, the people's affectionate attachment to o leader is not due to 
the effect of sentiments alone, but, more importantly, to the scientific 
truth of our revolution. The proletarian political party has never utilized 
the masses' sentiments towards the leader alone to organize combat; what 

it mainly relies on as a base in educating and organizing the great masses 
is the universal truth of Marxism representing the fundamental interests of 
the proletariat, thereby prompting the people to fight for their own 
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liberation. Likewise, the reason we continue to hold high the banner of 

Mao Zedong Thought is not simply because we intend to satisfy some of our 
emotional needs, but to put the scientific system of Mao Zedong Thought to 
use in a comprehensive and accurate way in guiding our socialist moderniza- 
tion. Therefore, if “thorough revolution” is truly our aim, we must stress 
the application of science. Should we try to comprehend “thorough revolu- 
tion” through mere sentimentalism, our moves will inevitably be constrained 
by such dogmas as the two “established authorities,” and we will sink into 
the quagmire of dogmatism if we disregard the changed conditions of objective 


reality in repeating the same mistake of "acting on every sentence accordingly.” 


Thus, the science of Marxism will be essentially violated and “thorough 
revolution” will be unworthly of the name. Obvsiously, to tally with 
Marxism and to truly realize “thorough revolution,” we have no alternative 
but to approach “thorough revolution” with the scientific attitude of 
pragmatism, to maintain that practice is the sole criterion for testing 
truth, and to carry forward the undertakings of our predecessors while 
opening up new roads for further developments. 


Once turned into blind faith, emotion will completely deviate from the 
sphere of science, thus becoming religious sentiment. Being a hugh conserva- 
tive force, such a "sentiment" will definitely constitute a hindrance to 
social advancement. While cherishing religious sentiment, a person will 
become numbed in mind and ossified in thinking; he will not initiate any 
innovation but just obey blindly. In history, religious philosophy has 
always been in the service of autocratic governments. 


What is noteworthy is the contemporary blind faith created by Lin Biao and 
the “gang of four” over a long period of time during which their most 
vicious trick was to hoist the banner of “thorough revolution" under the 
signboard of Mao Zedong Thought, While creating the image of God as 
illustrated in “Genesis” for our proletarian leader, they propagated that 

our party, armed forces and state had been created by the leader alone. 
Wanting the people to act like Christians as expected by the Christian 
churches to believe that God is the beginning and the end of all wisdoa,” 
Lin Biao glibly propagated to the Chinese people “the theory of innate 
genius” and the “the theory of superman” while insisting that as to the words 
of our leader, “one sentence is worth ter thousand sentences,” “every sen- 
tence is the truth,” and “must be acted on accordingly.” What is more, 
cemanding that the people act like Christians in saying prayers and showing 
repentence, Lin Biao compelled them to actively engage in such "loyal" 
activities as “requesting instructions at dawn," “submitting reports at 
dusk," and "displaying loyalty," It's through such purely religfous-like 
maneuvers that they turned our revolutionary leader into a personality cult 
in the image of God, and turned the masses’ class feelings for our leader 
into religious sentiment! 


With much pernicious influence still discernible, the neo-obscurantism 
designed by Lin Biao and the “gang of forr" somehow spread unchecked on 
Chinese soil for many years, Even to this date, as soon as we casually 
mention that the leader was a man rather than God, some poeple cry out in 











alarm: “Just can't take it with my heart.” You can see that the morphine 
of that religious sentiment exerts its anaesthetic effect even today! Of 
course, some cadres fully realized what had been going on; nevertheless, 
they felt mure secure to adhere to the two “established authorities” as 
they were afraid, lest Lin Biao and the “gang of four” should utilize 
“sentiment towards the leader" as a talisman to fix up people. Engels 
once said: “As to science, the more it is approached with selflessness 

and with no misgivings whatsoever, the more it will be advanced in keeping 
with the interests and wishes of the workers.” It seems that in order to 
maintain the scientific approach of seeking truth from facts, one must not 
only free oneself from the obscuration of that r‘igious sentiment, but also 
cherish some revolutionary spirit of selflessness, 
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PRACTICAL EXAMINATION OF MODEL UNITS URGED 
Guangzhou NANFANG RIBAO in Chinese 5 Oct 79 p 2 


[Article by Mo Fupu [5459 1788 3302]: ‘Advanced Examples Must Pass the Test 
of Practice’ ]} 


[Text] Advanced examples, like truth, must pass the test of practice. In the 
past ten-odd years, all trades and professions in our province have established 
group after group of advanced examples: some individuals, some units, and 

even an entire county. After several years of testing in practice, many ex- 
amples have proved to be good or relatively good and continue to develop their 
functiors as models. These advanced examples generally have these few points 
in common: besides a revolutionary spirit prepared for arduous struggle and 
for combating the elements, the most important point is that in practice they 
uphold the principle of seeking truth from facts, they suit measures to local 
conditions, and as a result they have enormous material achievements. 


However, it must be seen that, under the poisonous influence of Lin Biao and 
the “gang of four's™ ultraleftist line, some so-called advanced examples were 
cases taken as special because they were outstanding. Were these units truly 
advanced? It is now necessary that they be further tested in practice. 


There are so-called politically outstanding, excellent studying examples. 

The broad masses and cadres of these units have a simple class affection for 
the party and for Chairman Mao, and the great majority of their leading members 
and cadres getting firsthand experience subjectively wish to do good work; 
however, under the noxious influence of Lin Biao and the “gang of four's" 
deception in taking the leader's phrases out of context, these so-called units 
that study well and stress politics no longer help everyone grasp the basic 
principles of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought, but instead let people 
memorize and recite a few quotations, amking a religious rite for a modern 
superstition, creating a speech that is divorced from reality and beating and 
chanting, as if in this way they are giving prominence to politics. The Lin 
Biao gang foolishly said things like, "If politics are good, production will 
natura. . good,” when in fact the production of these units during those 
years was wiserable, the lives of the people deteriorated daily and national 
tasks went unfinished. This destruction by Lin Biao and the "gang of four" 

is still with us: They used the spiritual shackles of idealism and meta- 
physics to restrict people's thinking and corrupt some people, especially the 
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so-called top students. Even today som people still habitually use the think- 
ing of Lin Biao and the “gang of four” and see the world through “leftist” 
glasses. At present these units must go through a discussion of the criterion 
of truth, discriminate clearly between truly holding aloft and falsely holding 
aloft, break the spiritual shackles imposed by Lin Biao and the “gang of 

four” and conscientiously solve the problems of shifting the emphasis of work. 


There arc also some so-called ~‘vanced examples of rural movements. They 
suggest that capitalism should ~*~ criticized and, moreover, summarize the so- 
called capitalism of the rural a, 3s as the “three emphases, three deemphases,’ 
which are: emphasize subsiciary production and dee-> asize agriculture, 
emphasize money and deemphasize foodstuffs, emphasize the individual and de- 
emphasize the collective. In response to this, many localities have cut out 
collective subsidiary production and severed the so-called "tail" of private 
ownership, rooting out “root pruning [0208 2704]. It is now more and more 
clear that, in fact, most of what was criticized locally at that time constituted 
rural economic policies that were permissible and necessary in the present 

stage of socialism. Although these units claimed to be building socialism 

at the time, what they did was to “cut at a single stroke,” lead blindly and 

stir up a wind of exaggeration. This was, in fact, an impoverished false 
socialism promoted by Lin Biao and the “gang of four." No wonder, then, that 
although many localities carried out these political movements, their agriculture 
improved not a bit. 


There is also a group of so-called advanced examples in food production. It 
should be seen that when Lin Biao and the “gang of four" were rampaging, these 
units dared to stress production and construction, which could be called 
commendable. However, many units at that time, having become bound up in 
metaphysics, concentrated on grain only, or even paddy rice only, in stressing 
production. They burned off and reclaimed forested hilly areas, carrying on a 
frmalistic construction of terraced fields, with the result that not only were 
they unable to produce any grain, but diverse sideline production was lost as 
well, and the people suffered greatly. 


When the “four pests” were on their rampage, there appeared a kind of “specialty” 
that was nicknamed the chase-the-wind exampie. Some people at that time beauti- 
fied its name, calling it the “against the wind” example. This kind of example 
represented the “four good" units when Lin Biao was emphasizing stressing 
politics, and during the so-called counterattack against the rightist reveral 

of verdicts they were dubbed “opposing' examples. Because they depended on 
bragging and chasing the wind to get by and were unwilling to do any real work, 
they will naturally be punished by history. 


Our suggestion that advanced examples must certainly undergo testing in practice 
means that units and localities that cannot pass the test of practice can oo 
longer be made advanced examples, but it does not completely deny everyii ing 

to these units, nor does it deny most of the cadres and masses in these utits. 
It should be said that most of the cadres and masses in these units are good 

or relatively good; they have merely been harmed by the ultraleft line of 

Lin Biao and the “gang of four." The fact is that when these units and 








localities were dubbed “advanced examples" there were a great many cadres and 
masses in that area who upheld the princ‘ple of seeking truth from facts but 
were not recognized —.. advanced examples. This proves thet the masses have 
the most right to speak. 


Here is a problem that must be looked at: in the discussion of the question 

of the criterion of truth, some leading comrades who personally got firsthand 
experience and personally established advanced examples may fear the exposure 
of their errors and being put on the spot. We feel that, for various subjective 
and objective reasons, this or that kind of error could scarcely be avoided 

in the course of work. To undergo testing in practice ind to come to recongize 
the stupidities and mistakes committed in the past is a good thing, not a bad 
thing. Revolutionaries should have the attitude of recognizing their own 
fallibility. If ome can integrate with reality, uphold the use of practice 

to examine one's own work, conscientiously summarize both positive and negative 
experience, correct those things that are in error and truly follow the line 
and policies dictated by the third Plenary Session of the Central Committee, 
one can be transformed into something good and in some instances might even 
become a true advanced example. If there really are errors and we hide our 
sickness for fear of treatment, fearing the test of practice, this would be a 
total disservice to the party, the masses and ourselves. 


Aly 








PARTY AN) STATE 


POPULARIZING DISCUSSION IN CRITERION FOR TRUTH URGED 
Beijing ZHEXUE YANJIU [PHILOSOPHICAL RESEARCH] in Chinese No 8, Aug 79 pp 3-5 


[Article by ZHEXVUE YANJIU contributing commentator: “Epistemology as a 
Powerful Weapon To Be Mastered by the Whole Party and the People Throughout 
the Country--Popularizing the Discussion in the Criterion for Truth to the 
Basic Level] 


[Text] Since May last year, our party has launched a discussion on practice 
as the only criterion for testing the truth, which has effectively urged 

the broad ranks of cadres and the broad masses to emancipate their thinking 
and shatter the spiritual shackles which Lin Biao and the “gang of four" 

put on them. It has played a very important role in correcting the ideology 
and line, unifying the thinking of the whole party around the policy of the 
Third Plenary Session of Central Committee of the CCP llth Congress, in 
effecting the shift of the focus of the party's work and in uniting the 
people to carry out the Four Modernizations with one heart. At present, the 
various localities throughout the country should popularize the discussion 
on the criterion for truth to the basic level and develop it in breadth and 
in depth. This is a major event of strategic significance and is of utmost 
importance to the realization of the Four Modernizations and to the destiny 
and future of our party and state. 


The Third Plenary Session of the Central Committee of the CCP lith Congress 
highly appraised the important significance of this discussion. However, 
some people doubted and even opposed the discussion in the problem of the 
criterion for truth. They held that “the discussion in the criterion for 
truth has lopped off the banner,” that “the focus of work has been shifted 
away from the principle” and that “the ideological emancipation has gone 

too far." They boycotted and obstructed the imple .tation of the general 
and specific policies formulated by the Third Plenary Session of the Central 
Committee of the CCP llth Congress. Under the influence of such an erroneous 
trend of thought, some of our comrades are not clear about a series of issues 
regarding the discussion in the question of the criterion for truth, such 

as whether it is “lopping off the banner" or persevering in the basic 
principle of Marxism; whether it is obstructing the realization of the Four 
Modernizations or realizaing the basic conditions for the Four Modernizations; 
whether it has “gone too far" or has just begun. 


4S 





The discussion in the criterion fer truth perseveres in the basic viewpoint 
of comrade Mao Zedong's “On Practice,” perseveres in the ideology and line 
of dialectical materialism and safeguards the basic principle of Marxism. 
lf we say it has “lopped off a banner,” then it has only lopped off the 
fa'se banner waved by anti-Marxist political swindlers like Lin Biao and 
the “gang of four." This is because, if we do not thoroughly exposi: the 
false act of holding high the »anner by Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” 
we caunot persevere in the universal principle of Marxism. The realization 
of the Four Modernizations is a profound revolution. It has to reform the 
production relations that are unsuitable for the development of the produc- 
ive forces as well as the many links in the superstructure, and it has to 
change the many old traditions and habits of men. If we do not emancipate 
our thinking, we cannot carry out the series of major reforms in order to 
realize the Four Modernizations. Some people say that the discussion in the 
criterion for truth obstructs unity of the people in carrying out the Four 
Modernizations with one heart. This is extremely wrong. If we fail to 
emancipate thinking, unify understanding and keep in step, then how can we 
unite in one heart to carry out the Four Modernizations? Only by popularizing 
the discussion in the question of the criterion for truth to the basic level 
and unifying the thinking of the broad ranks of cadres and masses around the 


Marxist ideology and line can we unite in one heart to carry out the Four 
Modernizations. 


Till now, the discussion in the question of the criterion for truth has been 
launched for over 1 year. But in the past, this discussion has been confined 
to the theoretical circle and some units and localities. The popularization 
to the basic level has just begun. We should point out that some cadres 
still do not have a sufficiently correct ideology and line. They still lack 
a correct criterion for understanding the truth and for distinguishing 
between right and wrong. To a certain extent they are still bound by the 
spiritual shackles of “modern blind worship" and “book worship” peddled by 
Lin Biao and the “gang of four." They regard as their criterion for right 
and wrong a phrase or two which Lin Biao and the "gang of four" have distorted, 
isolated and even fabricated; and regard as the criterion for right and 
wrong certain words (whether or not they were correct) mentioned in previous 
documents and books. Only by popularizing the discussion in the question 

of the criterion for truth to the basic level can we enable our broad ranks 
of cadres to substitute the subjective and metaphysical ideology and line 
with the dialectical materialist ideology and line. 


The aim of popularizing the discussion in the question of the criterion 

for truth to the basic level is to enable the people of the whole party 

and the whole country to correctly sum up their experiences and draw 

lessons therefrom. It is to enable the overturned cart ahead to act as a 
warning to the carts behind, and to enable all to draw lessons from 

previous failures and mistakes so that they will not repeat their errors in 
the revolution and construction in the future. In the many years in the past, 
due to errors made in subjective understanding, in particular to the inter- 
ference and sabotage of Lin Biao and the "gang of four,” we have made mistakes, 





taken tortwous roads and stumbled in our work in various aspects. The party 
and the peopie have suffered the calamities, tasted bitter fruits and learned 
rather profeund lessons. Now, recalling their painful experience, many people 
have understood that they cannot allow history to repeat itself. However, 

if we do not translate these lessons into rational knowledge for the broad 
ranks of cadres and sasses, they will forget the pain once the wound is 
healed, feel that the circumstances are different once the incident is over 
and fall back cnto the old path. That is why in the past some have made 
mistakes repeatedly, each one worse than the previous one. Thus, caly dy 
integrating with historical experiences and lessons in the process of unfolding 
the discussion in the question of the criterion for truth can ve see what 
wrong road we have taken and what right road we have taken; why we have 

taken the wrong road and why we have taken the right road; and what are some 
of the right and wrong subjective understandings (including general and 
specific policies, plans and so forth). Omly in this way can we truly gain 

in wit by falling into a pit, can we truly draw lessons from our experiences 
and can we do 2 better job in our work in various aspects. 


In these years, Lin Biao and the “gang of four" waved the banner of “Leftism” 
and “Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought” to intimidate and deceive many 
people, particularly some cadres who lacked theoretical cultivation and 
innocent youths. Because, to begin with, they were not learned in Marxisn, 
Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought. They accepted a lot of what Lin Biao and the 
“gang of four” peddled. Since first impressions keep a strong hold, some 
people till this day still regard these false goods as real treasures. If 

we do not popularize the discussion iu the question of the criterion for 
truth to the basic level, if we do not allow those cadres and youths who 
have been intimidated and deceived to realize through practice the goods 
which they peddled and to distinguish between scientific socialism and 

false socialism of universal poverty, between the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and the feudal fascist dictatorship of Lin Biao and the “gang 

of four,” between genuine Marxism-Leninism and snow Marxicm-Leninisa, and 
between truth and fallacy, then, if careerists like Lin Biao and the “gang of 
four" appear again, these people will «cill be intimidated and deceived by 
them and will be used by them. The iragedy in history will very likely be 
staged again! 


Popularizing the discussion in te question of the criterion for truth to the 
basic level is not simply a question of drawing experiences and lessons so 

as to avoid repeating the mistakes and .o prevent history from repeating 
itself. More importantly, it is a question of practice at present and in 

the future. 





In order to realize the shift of the focus in the party's work and to realize 
the Four Modernizations, the Party Central Committee, based on previous 
experiences and lessons and the new situation, proposed the questions of 
correcting unjust, false and misjudged cases, removing labels from landlords 
and rich peasar.cs, removing labels from Rightists and revising wrong plans, 
and propose2 a series of general and specific policies on giving prominence 














to democracy, establishing a sound judicial system, reforming the systen 

of organization, electing and assessing cadres, implementing distribution 
according to work, carrying out readjustment, refors, rectification and 
promotion of the national economy, expanding foreign trade, importing foreign 
advanced technology, running enterprises vith foreign investments and 
reforming cultural and educational work. The breed ranks of cadres and 
masses support all these. However, among some basic-level cedres, including 
the leading cadres, quite a number of problems in ideology and understanding 
still exist. For instance, some people satirize the implementation of the 
Principle of distribution according to work, saying that giving saterial 
rewards to workers is calling for all to “unite toward the goal of money.” 
They hold that giving prominence to democracy and emancipating thinking are 
factors that cause instability and disunity. They hold that the party's 
policies are revisionist goods which have been criticized in the past. And 
so on and so forth. There are a good number of ideological and epistemological 
problems. These ideological and epistemological problems obstruct the shift 
ol the focus of work, obstruct the implementation of the various general and 
specitic policies of the party and obstruct the launching of various actual 
Work. in some units, every step in advance is met with a considerably 

strong force of obstruction. How are ve to solve these ideological and 
epistemological problems’ The only method is to sake use of discussion on a 
mass scale in the question wf the criterion for truth, so as to enable all 
to proceed from their previovs practice in order to understand what general 
and specific policies are correct and what general and specific policies are 
incorrect, what methods of word are correct and what are incorrect, and what 
we should persevere in and what we should oppose. We should enable all to 
realize that coday's general and spe-ific policies are formulated in accordance 
with the practice in the past and the experiences and lessons of the past, and 
are the results of the great bitterness wh’ch the people throughout the 
country have suffered. If we do not throw that set of things of Lin Biao and 
the “gang of four" into the latrine, and still persevere in engaging in what 
they peddled, or still persevere in the understanding that only what che 
book says is the truth, follow the beaten track, and refuse to change « 
sentence or walk out of a drawn square, then, we will continue to suffer, 

the Four Modernizations will not be realized, and the destiny and future of 
the party and state will be very dangerous! Thus, only by popularizing the 
discussion in the question of the criterion for truth can we eliminate all 
kinds of ideological obstacles, unify the understanding of the people of the 
whole party and whole nation around the policy of the Third Plenary Session 
of the Central Committee of the CCP llth Congress and the Second Session of 
the Fifth National People's Congress, and can we overcome 411 kinds of 
obstacles, (‘implement the party's general and specific policies and push all 
items of actual work ahead. 


The task of realizing the Four Modernizations is an extremely arduous and 
complicated one. Our country has an immense population and a poor foundation. 
To realize the Four Modernizations, there are many new situations that need 
to be studied and many new problems that need to be solved. We must not copy 
indiscriminately but should blaze a path according to our country's charac- 
teristics. How to blaze such a path? It is necessary for the whole party 





and the people throughout the country to grasp the epis. apology of the theory 
of dialectical saterialism, persevere in the principle of dcing things in a 
practical and realistic manner and pay attention to investigations and study. 
we should not only absorb experiences and lessons in previous practice but 
more importantiy should sum up new experiences in our present practice. 

Then, we should raise it to the level of rational knowledge and further 
raise it into the level of theory. On that basis, we will formulate our 
general «and specific policies, put them to the test in practice and scien- 
titically revise and develop the result of our test. Through persevering 

in doing so in a cyclical manner, we can enable our subjective understanding 
to become more in conformity with objective realit~e Only in this vay will 
we gain foresight, reduce blindness and sake fewer mistakes in work. This 

is the most fundamental significance in popularizing the discussion in the 
criterion for truth to the basic level. This is our project of vital and 
lasting importance. 


In the history of our party, Wang Ming's “Left” opportunist line once 

brought about extremely serious losses to the revolutionary cause. Through 
examining our practice, we recognized the error of Wang Ming's “Left” 
opportunist line. That was why, at the Zunyi Conference, we changed the 
leadership of “Left” opportunism and set up the leadership of Comrade Mao 
Zedong. Later, in order to thoroughly eradicate the pernicious influence 

of Wang Ming's “Left” opportunism and assist the whole party in correcting 

its ideology and line, Comrade Mao Zedong did a large amount of work. He 
wrote “On Practice,” "On Contradiction” and many other articles, and explained 
the dialectical materialist theory of knowledge in “the criterion for truth 
can only be social practice,” “discover the truth through practice, and 
verify and develop the truth through practice” and “practice, understanding, 
more practice, more understanding.” We criticized the ideological basis of 
Wang Ming's "Left" opportunism, which was manifested in a dogmatic subjective 
idealist theory. In 1942, a rectification movement was unfolded inside the 
whole party, criticizing the ideology and style of dogmatism and subjectiviss, 
further correcting the ideology and lines of the whole party, uniting the whole 
party, and laying down the ideological basis for the victory of the War of 
Resistance against Japan and the democratic revolution. For many years, Lin 
Biao and the “gang of four” have been running rampant and have brought 

about extremely serious losses to our party. Im particular, the hare they 
have done in ideology and line is still felt today. In order to eradicat« 

the pernicious influence of the ultra “Left” line of Lin Biao and the "gang 

of four,” we need to make even more arduous effort. This is a serious 
struggle. Theoretical workers should stand in the very fore in this struggle. 
The popu) *rization of the discussion in the question of the criterion for 
truth to the basic level is a major battle in this -ruggle, so ve gust 

strive to fight this battle. To let the whole party and the people through- 
out the country grasp the dialectical materialist theory of knowledge--this 

is a fundamental strategic task of our party on the ideological freat. It 

is definitely not a task which we can solve overnight. We must persevere in 
it in a protracted manner. At present, places like Shanghai and Beijing 

have obtained very good results in popularizing the discussion in the question 
of the criterion for truth to the basic level. Facts have proved that because 








the basic-level comrades are in touch with reality and are able to experience 
all matters personally, they can easily comprehend and accept the dialectical 
materialist theory of knowledge. If the whole party and the people throughout 
the country have grasped this spiritual weapon of the dialectical materialist 
theory of knowledge, then the ideological and theoretical level of our party 
and the people throughout the country will be greatly promoted, will sweep 
away all obstacles, and will be invincible. The brilliant spiritual flower 
will ripen into abundant material fruits, and the Four Modernizations will 
definitely be realized! 














MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


PARTY COMMITTEE OF SHANGHAI AIR FORCE UNITS HOLDS CLASS FOR POLITICAL CADRES 
Shanghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese 30 Jul 79 p i 


[Article by Ren Bingxin [0117 3521 2450]: “Shanghai Air Force CCP 
Committee Opens Political Work Cadre Training Class to Discuss the Criterion 
of Truth] 


[Text] Recently, the party committee of Air Force units station in Shanghai 
opened a political work cadre training class at the basic level and completed 
the lesson of “discussing the problem of the criterion of truth" conscientious- 
ly. It unfolded this discussion in depth for company units at the basic level 
and trained its leading groups, thus enabling the policies set by the Third 
Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee to be better realized 

and carried through. 


In the spirit of the Third Plenary Session of the lith Party Central Committee, 
the Air Force CCP Committee conscientiously analyzed the problems in discussing 
the criterion of truth since last year and considered that that discussion 

had opened the door of ideological liberation of the cadres and fighters, 

blew the spiritual shackles off themselves and caused many new changes to take 
place in the ideology of the units. Now, in order to realize the spirit of 

the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee at the basic 
level, it is necessary to further deepen the discussion of the criterion of 
truth. Owing to this, the CCP Committee of the units, countering the problems 
existing in the previous discussion, opened a collective training class for 

the political work cadres at the basic level to study first with a view to 
unifying their ideology and concept and more firmly realizing the spirit of 

the Third Plenary Session of the llth Perty Central Committee and the Second 
Session of the Fifth Necional People's Congress. 


As to whether discussions on the criterion of truth ‘hould be developed in 

the company units at the basic level, the political work cadres held different 
views at first. Some were of the opinion that the problems which the company 
units wanted to solve were all concrete ones, and hence, to develop this 
discussion at the basic level would be of no great significance. Some worried 
that discussions on the criterion of truth could create ideological confusion 
for the units. Countering these ideological reflections the collective train- 
ing class guided the cadres in their study of Leninism, Chairman Mao's philo- 
sophical works, the related documents of the Third Plenary Session, and Comrade 








Hua Guofeng’s “Report on the Work of the Government™ in order to understand 
clearly the dialectic relationship between "theory" and “practice” as well 

as the position and function of “practice,” in the theory of knowledge in terms 
of their fundamental principles followed by discussions based on reality. 

To unify their views, the cadres were directed: (1) to see the necessity of 
deepening and developing discussions on the criterion of truth in relation to 
the building of the company units through the situation in which the margin 
between right and wrong was blurred and the fighters and cadres were confused 
as a result of a decade of turmoil caused by Lin Biao and the “gang of four;” 
(2) to see from the facts that the focal point of the party's work had changed 
and that only through discussions on criterion of truth can the ideas of all 
be unified in the apirit of the Third Plenary Session and unit building 

for modernization be accelerated with one heart and one mind. All the cadres 
said: "To develop discussions on the criterion of truth down to the basic 
level is not only very necessary but also a fundamental task for ideological 
construction of the units.” 


A great majority of the political work cadres at the basic level who par- 
ticipated in the collective training class this time enlisted during the Great 
Proletarian Cultural Revolution. They had received comparatively stronger in- 
fluences from Lin Biao, the ‘gang of four,” and the ultra-leftist line; their 
minds have not yet been sufficiently liberated. As soon as they encountered 
som ‘hing that was somehow different from what they had been used to hearing, 
seeing, and talking about in the past, they erroneously deemed it as “aberrant. 
In their view, the revival of something that had been under criticism during 
the Creat Proletarian Cultural Revolution was “rightism." They cherished 
quite a few misgivings about the policy on the agrarian economy, the rehabili- 
tation of the reformed rich peasants and landlords, and the correction of the 
classifications of persons mistakenly identified as rightists. During the 
collective training, they upheld the fundamental principle “practice is the 
only criterion of truth,” adopted the system of listening to local reports 
from tapes, requesting unit commanders’ assistance and guidance on special 
topics; and carried out discussions on their views. They made remarkable 
achievements. Previously, some comrades had erroneously considered the policy 
of allowing rural commune members to develop subsidiary household production 
as permitting the revival of capitalism. Through learning, ther recognition 
ability was greatly elevated. They understood that the development of such 
production was by no means a revival of capitalism. On the contrary, it was 
to help consolidate socialism and serve as a complement to a collective economy. 
It not only increased the income of commune members but also caused the market 
to prosper and satisfied the needs of the people in their everyday lives and 
consolidated the people's communes. Still there were some comrades who 
considered the policy on the national bourgeoise as “aberrant.” At the study 
class, they heard reports recorded on tapes furnished by responsible comrades 

of the United Front Department of the Shanghai Municipal Party Committee and 
received assistance and guidance from the unit commanders. All were deeply 
educated and began to realize that the implementation of policy on industrialists 
and commercialists was not aberrant, but in adherence to the scientific system 
of Mao Zedong Thought and an indication of the firmness of the proletarian 
dictatorship. Following the change of the focal point of the party's work, how 














should the units proceed with their political work? This is a problem con- 
cerning “unit building” and is waiting to be solved in haste. There was no 
ideological liberation in the past. Apprehensions have remained in the com- 
rades' minds. During this collective training, comrades associated their ideas 
closely with the reality of political work and the concept of destroying 

[the bourgeois ideology] and fostering [a proletarian ideology] and further 
understood how to perform political work well under the new situation. First of 
all, everyone arrived at a unified understanding of the main theme of political 
education for the umits. We all consider that, at the present time, the major 
contradiction regarding “unit building” is how to achieve modernization 

which determines the nature and mission of all other tasks. For this reason, 
the progress of political education of all units must pivot closely around 
their modernization. Any implementation that would reverse the position of the 
major and secondary contradictions is incorrect. 


The political work cadres unanimously feel that in their learning, at this 

time, they have made a comparatively greater achievement. They took a further 
step to taste the sweetness of discussions on the criterion of truth; and there- 
fore, determined to lead the units, after their return, to develop this kind 

of discussion in a very solid way, thus more firmly realizing the spirit 

of the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee and ele- 

vating “unit building" to a new horizon. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


NEW GUNNERS DEMONSTRATE GUIDED MISSILE FIRING SKILLS 
Beijing JIEFANGJUN HUABAO in Chinese No 9 1979 pp 6-9 
(Article: "Target--Enemy Tanks"] 


[Text] Two green signal flares streaked across the sky and marked the 
Start of the firing demonstration by a group of new guided missile 
gunners [sheshou]. 


The two gunners of the lst combat team who took to the field were fighters 
with less than a year of training. They quickly occupied their firing 
positions and deftly activated the control mechanism. When a tank 
appeared ahead, the gunner pushed the firing button, and “boom,” the 
guided missile flew toward the target. In open field, the tank picked 

up speed, and the guided missile was about to miss its target. At this 
time, the spectators became tense and nervous, but the gunners who were 
familiar with the performance of the guided missile and who had mastered 
control skills knew exactly what to do. At this critical moment, the gun- 
ners wittingly and calmly manipulated the control handle to make the guided 
missile take a small turn, aiming its flight directly at the tank and 
accurately hitting the target. One of the spectators said: "Don't you 
slight this seemingly simple act. It takes some knowledge about elec- 
tronics, physics and aerodynamics to know the behavior of the guided 
missile.” 


Then, other gunners made firings one after another, making good hits. 
Applause sounded again and again at the firing range. This applause was 
encouragement for the young gunners as well as congratulations to national 
defense modernization. 
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[photo captions under overall heading: “Target--Enemy Tanks” | 








Our mighty guided missile position. 
(Photographs by Hu Baoyu [5170 1405 3768]) 








Gunner makes precise firing. 
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VALOR OF TANK CREW IN VIETNAM BORDER WAR DESCRIBED 


Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 29 May 79 p 4 

[Article by RENMIN RIBAO reporters Yan Wu [7051 0710] and Xiong Zhengyan 
[3574 ©927 1750]: “Valor of the Iron Cavalry. The ‘Heroic Tank Crewmen’ 

Xu Sen [6079 2773] and his Company Commander’ ] 

[Text] On the morning of 21 February 1979, a certain unit of the Guangxi 
frontier defe ise force launched an offensive to surround and annihilate the 
enemy remnarts in Dong Dang. The artillery fire punishing the aggressors, 
‘hurned up clouds of smoke as it hit various outlying hard-core positions 

of the Vietnamese key defenses in the southern part of the city of Dong Dang. 


ouddenly a tank emerged from the Vietnamese position under artillery fire, 
sped northward and stopped in front of our position about a kilometer from 
the Sinc-Vietnamese border. The driver's hatch opened and slowly a man 
slimbed down. He raised his left hand with effort, swayed a few times, and 
then disappeared in a clump of grass by the side of the road. 


ur artillery gave it a quick look. Hey: On the turret were clearly printed 
a bright red five-pointed star and the number "709." This was our tank! liow 
ould it have come from the enemy position’ Where were the men? 


They found the tank crewman by a ditch deep in the clump of grass. He had 
keeled over on the ground and his whole body was sotked with blood Through 
the blood stains on his T-shirt, one could still barely make out the red 
letters, "People's Tank Troops.” 

The tank crewman's name was Xu Sen. He was a driver of the 7th company of a 
certain tank unit. When the cadres and fighters of the tank unit, who for 
the past 2 days had been trying everything they could think of to rescue him, 
heard the good news, they all joyfully said: “Our Mai Xiande [7796 6343 
1779] fas published: this name is not mentioned anywhere else in the 
article] has come back!” 


The wounded man was rushed to a hospital. The doctors examined his condition. 
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In his case history they wrote: Facial burns on the jaws. Medium concussion. 
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veral Vietnamese soldiers with a bazooka deep in @& bamboo grove, about 

lo Tl a’. the tank. Xu Sen spun the tank around and the gun, machine gun, 
ami nocault rifles opened fire together into the bemboo grove. The bamboo 
grove started burning and the enemy were shot dead in the glow of the fire. 


An even fiercer and more savage .attle took place on the evening of 

19 February. It was Tank 710's fourth battle in 3 days. With company 
‘ommander Li Degui commanding the tank and with our invincible heroic 
spirit, they neutralized the enemy with heavy fire, smashed the enemy fire 
positions, and alternately covered and advanced. The more the tank crew- 
men fought, the braver they got and they didn’t give the enemy a chance to 
catch their breath. With their heavy firing in the fierce battle, they ran 
out of ammunition for the tank gun. The company commander immediately 
ordered, “Take your small arms and keep fighting!” At that point, the dis- 
‘ant eremy fired a steady bombardment of heavy artillery. Tank 710 was hit 
and caught fire. Unfortunately, company commander Li Degui, gunner He 
Guoxian [0149 0948 3759], and second gunner Zhou Chuangbiao [0719 O48 2871] 
heroically gave their lives. Xu Sen was burned and lost consciousness. 


As Xu Sen came out of his daze, he could only feel the stinging pain of hi« 
burned face. His comrades-in-arms and his combat mission were constantly 

on his mind. He kept shouting, “Company commander! Company commander!,” 
but there was no answer. He propped up his body which was full of pein, 
crawled to the fighting compartment with difficulty, and groped around in 

the dark. And there, the remains of the company commander and two comrades- 
in-arms had already turned stiff. Grief tightly seized Xu Sen's heart. 
Flames of revenge burned fiercely in his head. He took off the only set of 
fatigues he had, covered the heads of the martyrs, and returned to the driv- 
ing compartment. He wanted to start \he tank up again and return the remains 
of the martyrs to the fatherland, but the engire did not emit the roar he was 
so used to. Again there was a sharp pain. Beads of sweat the size of beans 
dripped from his face and Xu Sen lost consciousness again. 


From the evening of the 19th till the early morning of the 2lst, 2 nights and 
a day, Xu Sen kept going in and out of consciousness. Then a clattering 
noise knocking outside the tank aroused him. He immediately and alertly 
opened his injured eyes, peered through the periscope, and spotted threw of 
the enemy stuffing their pockets with canned goods and crackers and scurrying 
away from the front of the tank. Then it dawned on him. The clatter he had 
just heard was the enemy prying open the toolbox on the tank and stealing the 
food from inside. The enemy were right in front of him! The instinct of the 
fighting man made Xu Sen throw open the driver's hatch, raise the driver's 
seat, and spray the area with machine gunfire. The enemy never dreamed 
there was any fighter still alive in the tank: Two of the enemy fell with 
the sound of the gunfire. The remaining one was scared out of his wits by 
the sudden sound of the gun and ran away scrambling and tumbling all over 
himseif. 
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COMMANDER URGES DEBATE ON CRITERION OF TRUTH 


a: 


9p 3 


shanghai JLEFANG RIBAO in Chinese 4 Sep 
“To Raise the Banner of Marxism-Leninisr. and Mao Zedong Thought, One Must 
Liberate His Mind and Resolutely Seek Truth from Facts” | 

lext] KXinhuashe, Nanjing 2 Sep--Nie Fengzhi [5119 7685 2535], secretary of 
the party committee and commander of the Nanjing Sorces of the PLA, in a recent 
talk before a mass meeting of cadres of the leading organs of the Nanjing 
Forces, urged leading cadres and leading organs at different levels, in 
establishing a close link with the reality of building the army forces. to 
plunge into launching debates on the question of the criterion of truth so 
as to further correct one’s ideological line, thoroughly carry owt the spirit 
of the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee and the second 
session of the Fifth National People’s Congress, and accelerate construction 
aimed at the revolutionization and modernization of the army forces. 


Comrade Nie Fengzhi and other responsible comrades of the Nanjing Forces, 
including First Commisar Liao Hansheng [1675 3352 3932], recently went into the 
midst of the forces and conducted an investigation and study of the state of 
affairs in the study being made by cadres and soldiers to carry threugh the 
spirit of the Third Plenary Session of the Lith Party Central Committee and the 
second session of the Fifth National People’s Congress. After analyzing the 
state of affairs in the debates among the units during the first half of the 
year on the question of the criterion of truth, Nie Fengzrhi delivered the 

shove remarks. The conditions in many units indicate that in all wnits where 
study and debates on the question about the criterion of truth are relatively 
well organized, the minds of the cadres aoc soldiers are relatively liberated 
and they are full of vigor in all kinds of work. On the contrary, the minds 

of the cadres and soldiers are not sufficiently liberated and all kinds of work 
do not show much improvement. 


Comrade Nie Fengzhi emphatically pointed out in his talk that to plunge into 
launching debates on the question of the criterion of truth is of great sig- 
nificance to strengthening construction in the army forces and that this must 
be grasped tightiv and well as the asin content of present-day political educa- 
tion and as an item of construction in fundamental ideological theory. He said 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


POPULATION GROWTH CONTROL METHODS IN SICHUAN PROVINCE DETAILED 
Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 13 Sep 79 pp 1 & 2 
Article by Liu Haiquan [049] 3189 3123], vice chairman of the Revolutionary 


Committee of Sichuan Province: “Control Population Growth With the Same Drive 
Used in Grasping Production and Construction™] 


i\Text| Sichuan is the province with the largest population and a relatively 
small per capita acreage of arable land in the whole country. Its populaticn 
makes up |0 percent of the national total, but its acreage of arable land 


makes up only one-fifteenth of the total acreage of the country. Since libera- 
tion our country's population has been increasing at a very rapid rate. 

During the 9 years from 1962 to 1970, in particular, the average yearly rate 

of natural population increase was as high as 31.21 per thousand. This 

blind increase in population brought many difficulties in employment, schooling, 
the supply of clothing, food and housing, and transportation facilities, and it 
likewise seriously affected the state's capital accumulation for construction 
ind efforts to improve the people's livelihood. 


Since 1971 we have, on the basis of suggestions made by Comrade Mao Zedong, 
Comrade Zhou Enlai and Comrade Hua Guofeng concerning birth control work, made 
relevant efforts to grasp our work to control population growth and succeeded 

in ,reatly reducing our rate of natural population increase. This rate was 
reduced from 28.96 per thousand in 1971 to 6.06 per thousand in 1978, with a 
cumulative total of more than 6.5 million fewer births during the 8-year period. 
in this process of reducing the rate of natural population growth, along with a 
simultaneous success in promoting agricultural production, we have achieved 

the following points of understanding: 


Putting the Secretary in Command, Mobilizing the Whole Party, and Grasping 
the “Two Kinds of Production” ‘imultaneously 


In a socialist state the national economy develops proportionately according 

to definite planning; it seeks not only to effect the planned adjustment of the 
production of materials, but also to do so with respect to the production of 
people. This requires that population growth adapt itself to the development 
of the national economy, so that births are likewise planned. For this reason 
it is necessary to take the control of population growth as an important 








strategic task in socialist construction, list it on the agenda of the party 
committee for deliberation, and carry out the practice of putting the secretary 
in command and grasping the “two kinds of production’ simultaneously. 





From beginning to end in this regard, the provincial party committee sought 

to enlbance the understanding of party committees at the various lower levels, 
particularly in the case of their No. 1 in command, as to birth control planning 
work. To overcome certain erroneous thinking on the part of some comrades who 
considered that “Birth control planning is but a measure of expediency; it 
would suffice to let just the business units handle it,” that “Agricultural 
production already makes people busy; they cannot pay attention at the same 
time to birth control planning work,” or that “Grain production is a hard 
task, but birth control planning is only a soft task,” etc., the provincial 
party committee has repeatedly dispatched documents to its constituencies at 
the lower levels and also taken advantage of certain important meetings to 
liscuss the significance of birth control planning in order to promote wide- 
spread deliberation on the question of “whether birth control planning is a 
small matter or a big matter, and whether it is a matter for the business 
units or for the whole party to handle.” The purpose has been to enable the 
vast ranks of the cadres to recognize the importance and urgency of achieving 
control over our population growth and to also recognize that success in birth 
control planning is an urgent demand on the part of the broad masses, so that, 
in the end, party committees at all levels will incorporate both the target 

of population increase control and the target of industrial and agricultural 
production in the planning of the national economy and pass down such planned 
targets level after level for implementation and for inspection as to the 
extent of achievement. The leading comrades of the provincial party committec, 
first of all, have asked the No. 1 in command in all regions and districts to 
submit reports personally to the constituents at their respective levels as 
well as to their superior levels concerning the “two achievements and one 
reduction” situation (i.e., to achieve good production in agriculture and good 
production in the light and textile industries, and to reduce the rate of 
population increase), so that, in birth control planning, a situation has 
leveloped wherein each level grasps its own tasks, each level also stimulates 
the level above, and each level likewise leads the level below and does so in 
a fine common spirit. We have also effected timely strengthening of the organs 
responsible for birth control planning and strengthening the ranks of the work- 
ing personnel, who are appointed to handle birth control planning at the basic 
levels without departing from their production posts in the communes, brigades 
and production teams, as well as in factories, mining establishments and 
enterprises. de have thereby achieved universal success in having pertinent 
people handle the matter at each and every level, )°ving every single item of 
pertinent work actually handled by such people, an. suaving all work done with 
the direct involvement of the masses themselver as well as being regularized 
and institutionalized accordingly. 





Promoting birth control planning is something our predecessors never did, 
something which constitutes a great cause and a revolutionary struggle to 
destroy the old and establish the new. It is in the nature of such a cause and 
such a revolutionary struggle that, with earh step it takes, it is bound to 











face all sorts of obstacles and difficulties. But, under any and all cir- 
cumstances, we have persisted in eliminating all interferences and actively 
supported the work being performed at the lower levels, firmly and unswerving- 
ly grasping the “two kinds of production” without giving up. During 1978 some 
people criticized our birth control planning work, raising such charges as 

“too many bumpkin policies," “coercive orders,” “imposition of undue burdens 

on the communes and brigades," “overdoing things,” “radical pursuits,” etc., 
etc., so that some cadres and active elements were discouraged from grasping 
birth control planning work on the basis of their own rationale and initiative. 
In respons to such criticism, the provincial party committee required that 
leading cadres at the various levels, especially responsible cadres of the party 
committces themselves, adopt a Marxist attitude in starting from reality, from 
concrete conditions being concretely analyzed and concretely treated. The 
provincial committee also carried out a timely model investigation project in 
Shifang County by convening forums for discussion and interviews so as to 
illustrate, with the aid of concrete events and examples as well as many 
statistics, why achievements in our birth control planning work happened to 

be considerable. Undeniably, as a result we were seen to have not been “over- 
doing things” but to have not grasped enough; to have not imposed undue burdens 
on the communes and brigades but to have greatly reduced their burdens. That 
year a provincial conference of advanced representatives in birth control 
planning work was also convened, and at that conference definite achieve- 

ments were further affirmed, experiences were summed up, understanding was 
enhanced and relevant work was improved. This once again brought the birth 
control planning work in our province a great step forward, with the rate of 
its natural population increase reduced from the previous year's 8.67 per 
thousand to 6.06 per thousand. 


At the same time we exerted ourselves seriously in grasping the exemplary, 
model role of cadres and party and Communist Youth Leage [CYL] members at the 
various levels in birth control planning work. For instance, in Shifang County 
the leading personnel of the Revolutionary Committee and its various depart- 
ments and units and the cadres in the communes and brigades have all carried 
out birth control measures; among the more than 4,000 production team cadres, 
too, 95.6 percent carried out birth control measures. The rate of natural 
population increase in this county was reduced to 2.64 per thousand in ]978, 
and the rate of controlled births in the county population amounted to 99.3 
percent. Precisely because a large contingent of the vast ranks of the cadres 
and party and YCL members whose consciousness was high and who firmly responded 
to the party's call in this regard assumed their exemplary leadership role 

in the matter of birth control planning, it was possible for us to successfully 
grasp the planning of the “two kinds of production together and to realize 

the strategic task of actual control of population increase at the basic levels. 


Creating Public Opinion Without Restraint, Broadly Mobilizing the Masses To 
implement Birth Control Planning 


To carry out birth control planning and actually control population increase 
is @ great struggle that changes our customs and habits and transforms society 
as a whole. It *suches upon hundreds and thousands of households and families 





and relates to everybody's interest. It is of a particularly difficult nature. 
Only by broadly propagating the issue, creating public opinion without restraint, 
and at the same time carrying out penetrating and refined ideological education 
work to fully mobilize the vast ranks of the masses is it possible to have birth 
control planning work developed both with momentum and a down-to-earth ground- 
work. 


As regards propaganda and educational work in birth control planning, we 

ma-nly grasped the “three combinations”--namely, combining education in Marxist 
population theory with educaiion in the relative calculation of figures; 
combining rush-job propaganda and education with regular propaganda and educa- 
tion; and combining regular propaganda and education with education through 

the use of typical models. 


in the past the ideological roots of blind population growth, apart from the 
mischief played by such feudal ideas as “more sons, more fortunes," “the male 
is uperior, the female is inferior,” etc., were inseparable from the meta- 
physical point of view in the theoretical question of population. Tor long 
periods of time a large population has been regarded as an absolutely good 
thing, and incessant, rapid population increase has been regarded as an objective 
law of socialist society and a sign of the very superiority of the socislist 
system; if anyone advocated population control, he would be regarded as sub- 
scribing to “neo-Malthusianism” and “denying the superiority of the socialist 
ystem.” This resulted in creating serious confusion in our thinking and 
understanding and blind population growth in our practice. Because of this, 
to promote birth control planning it is necessary not only to help liberate 
the vast ranks of cadres and masses from the bondage of feudal, traditionalist 
ideas through long periods of painful, patient work in ideological education, 
but also to employ practice as the only criterion for testing truth in measuring 
every population theo-y and population policy so as to liberate the vast ranks 
of cadres and masses from the bondage of conventional strictures in dealing 
with population questions. In recent years we have held classes to study the 
Marxist population theory at every level, from the province to the counties, 
ind have trained more than 200,000 cadres in population theory. Through them, 
the Marxist population theory was energetically propagated to the vast ranks 
of cadres and masses, as were Comrade Mao Zedong's, Comrade Zhou Enlai's and 
Comrade Hua Guofeng's ideas about birth control planning and the party Central 
Committee's and the State Council's policies and regulations in this regard, 
along with scientific knowledge about birth control. Through this same 
approach the feudal ideas and concepts were criticized, and the various 
“taboos” in population theory were dispeJled. The conduct of this propaganda 
in population theory, from the province to the region, county, commune, brigade 
and production team, was also closely corbined wit -ceality by carrying out 
education in the calculation of certain ; ractical figures, ranging from these 
on grain production, capita) accumulatio: and release of women labor power to 
those on schooling and employment of the next generation, improvement of the 
people's Livelihood and similar aspects. Each time there was extensive dis- 
cussion on how blind population growth b ought heavy burdens to the state, the 
collectives and the family and created a number of difficulties for the 
country's four mode-aizations, as well a: on how benefits would be reaped 














from planned control of population growth to help the planned development of 
the national economy, to protect the health of mothers and children, and to 
aid production, work and study. "One adjustment of the wick turns the lamp 
bright; one calculation makes the figures plan." Such calculations and compari- 
sons, l.e., education through the use of realities the masses can understand 
and see with their own eyes in order to impart the Marxist population theory 
in a lively and concrete manner, constitute a good approach in persuading and 
mobilizing the broad masses to follow birth control planning. They say: 

"When production increasea and our share does not grow, we must all try to 
find the reason; as we have searched and searched, our children have increased 
by the dozens. If we wish to have a better life, let all of us produce more 
grain but fewer children.” 


To conduct effective propaganda and education in birth control planning we 
must create a momentum and a strong public opinion; at the same time we must 
also secure practical results in a most methodical way. Whenever the party 
Central Committee and the State Council promulgate a directive on birth control 
planning, we must relay it to the basic levels in time, organize the masses to 
study it, mobilize the manpower of various departments and units, utilize the 
various propaganda forums, propaganda instruments and propaganda activities 
and thereby develop our propaganda and study activities with great fanfare, 

so as to do our very best to make every family and every household aware of 
the subject and to penetrate everybody's mind with the subject. Meanwhile, 

we must also give full play to *he functions of the various basic-level or- 
ganizations, barefoot doctors and sanitation workers, organizing them into 
birth control planning propaganda groups in order to gear our ideological 

and educational work specifically to the different subjects addressed and thus 
penetrate the various aspects of our social life with such propaganda and 
education on birth control planning. Apart from such general propaganda and 
education across the board, the province, municipalities, regions, counties, 
districts and the communes have also tried to create model projects and to 

use such models to carry out more specific education. Practice has proved 
that the greater the propaganda momentum and the deeper and more refined the 
idological work, the lesser the obstacles and the better the results. 


Starting From Reality and Raising Our Birth Control Planning Work to a New Level 


Population questions concern both the social sciences and the natural sciences. 
The control of population increase must follow both the laws of natural science 
and the laws of economic development in its execution. For this reason, we 

must start from the present conditions of our population, the subjective and 
objective conditions for carrying out birth control planning and other practical 
realities of the nature and must conduct our work strictly in accordance with 
objective Laws before we can effectively control population increase. 


We insist on beginning with investigation and study, proposing our main targets 
of attack and the goals of our struggle in an appropriate and timely way in 

our attempt to control population growth in the different periods, guiding 

our work according to the favorable factors during these different periods, 

and thereby directing our birth control planning work toward more and more 








profound results. For example, before 1973, on the basis of the prevailing 
blind population increase and the lack of understanding of birth control planning 
on the part of the masses at the time, we clearly posed the demand to “ener- 
getically control multiple births and reduce the rate of population increase 
as much as possible,” and we thereby proceeded to organize the various locali- 
ties so that they would formulate their respective population plans in keeping 
with local realities, actively deploy their work, and eventually greatly reduce 
the cases of multiple births--three or more babies by one mother. As a result, 
the rate of natural population increase was reduced from 28.96 per thousand in 
1971 to 26.92 thousand in 1973. In 1974, in the face of reports that some 
localities of advanced work were encountering diificuities trying to achieve 
further reductions after the rate of natural population increase had been 
reduced ‘» 15 ver thousand or thereabouts, we conducted an investigation in 
Shifang County. We discovered that when that county's rate of natural popula- 
tion increase was reduced to 14 per thousand and below, its rate of planned 
births reached only 21 percent, whereas unplanned births made up 79 percent 
aad threatened to further expand. Thereupon we proposed the timely slogan 
"Seriously meet the demand of ‘Late, Longer Interval and Fewer’ births for 
mothers, energetically raise the rate of planned births, and further reduce 
the rate of population increace,” and we asked the party committees at the 
various levels to do their best with the word “planning.” This resulted in 

an increase in the rate of planned births in the province from about 20 per- 
cent in 1974 to about 80 percent last year, as well as a reduction in the rate 
of natural population increase from 22.91 per thousand in 1974 to 6.06 per 
thousand last year. Since the beginning of this year, faced with a practical 
situation in which the rate of planned births has generally reached about 80 
percent in the various localities and considering that in 1979 and 1980 and 
after 1986 our birthrate will likely reach still higher peaks, we have again 
proposed the target of our struggle as one of trying to “energetically insure 
that a couple has only one child, strictly control a third pregnancy, and 
thereby reduce the rate of population increase to a rational level.” This has 
once more brought about a new situation in birth control planning work in the 
province. 


For the sake of realizing the targets of struggle for the control of popula- 
tion increase proposed for the various periods, we liave adapted to the various 
local conditions in adopting certain necessary technical measures and economic 
measures. In the early years when work on planned births was first developed, 
the supply of contraceptive drugs fell far short of demands, and progress in 

our work thus was seriously affected. Faced with this situation and basing our- 
selves on the fact that it is simpler to apply the technique of vasectomy 

to the males, easier to master this technique, and *lso easier to solve 

the question of acquiring the instruments for the .,eration, we made the timely 
proposal to promote throughout the province “a comprehensive birth control 
measure based on vasectomy.” At the same time, on the one hand we arranged to 
have medical instruments factories in the province produce instruments for 

such operations in order t meet the demands, and on the other hand we organized 
medical and sanitation departments and units at the various levels to hold 
short-term study classes, to rely on the old to guide the new in training the 
needed technical personnel, and thereby to develop the technical guidance work. 








Throughout the province we trained a large contingent of such birth control 
technical personnel and basically had every commune and brigade conduct its 
own technical operations, such as vasectomies, abortions and the insertion of 
intrauterine devices, without resorting to outside help. We have likewise 
convened frequent meetings of provincial departments and units concerned to 
specifically study the solution of problems in the production and supply of 
materials needed for the manufacturing of contraceptive drugs and devices and 
for birth control operations, so that they themselves can produce intrauterine 
devices, the alcohol needed for the manufacture of contraceptive drugs and 

for operations, and gloves, instruments, etc. This served the purpose of 
providing material guarantees for the overall promotion of comprehensive 
birth control measures and reeting the demands on the part of the broad masses 
for carrving out birth control plans. 


On the basis of our experierce in practice and the opinions of the masses, 
since 1973 we have implemented a system of allocating graded quotas to 
different age groups in the distribution of basic food grains through the 
countryside of the province: this has served to limit blind population increase 
through food grain distribution. 


In February this vear the Revolutionary Committee of the province, to better 
encourage a couple to have «nly one child and thereby strictly lisi: unplanned 
births, promulgated “Tentative Regulations Concerning Certain Problems in 

Birth Control Planning Work,” according to which definite limitations are now 
extended to extramarital births and bh’:tins above plan with respect to such 
welfare benefits as the aliccation of labor insurance, medical care, fringe 
benefits, housing, food grain distribution, priva.ely operated farm lot, etc., 
while necessary encouragemert is also given to cou, les who are willing to have 
only one child. Practice has proved that the use o1 economic methods to con- 
trol population growth yields conspicuous results. In our province today there 
are as many as 700,000-plus couples of childbearing age who are willing to have 
only one child. In the case of the Wenjiang area and Chongqing Municipality, 
couples villing to have only one child have reached 90 percent and over 80 
percent, respectively, of the couples of childbearing age, while in Shifang, 
Jiangiin, Dayi and Guaaxian County such couples willing to have only one child 
have already reached the neighborhood of 95 percent of couples of childbearing 
age as a whole. 


Practice is the only criterion for testing truth. Our practice in the 30 years 
since the founding of our state has fully proved that to build a highly modern- 
ized socialist state we must, on the one hand, grasp industrial and agricultura- 
production and do our best to make a go of our national economy and, on the 
other hand, grasp birth control planring and do our best to reduce the rate 

of population increase. Only grasping these two aspects of work very, very 
closely and producing conspicuous results in each will it be possible for us 

to march in great strides along the road to modernization. 
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SOCLOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


ELDERLY POONOMIST'S 1957 THEORY 0% POPULATION CONTROL DISCUSSED 
Beijing BEIJING RIBAO in Chinese 8 Aug 79 p 2 


[Special column entitled “Econanists and Their Works Introduced”: Article 
by Ren Jingyan [0117 4842 6056]: "Ma Yinchu and His ‘New Theory on 


" 


Popu latia’"|] 


[Text] Mr. Ma Yinchy ie aur country’s oldest living well-known patriotic 
economist. He was born in 1882 in a family that operated a winery in 
Shaoxing, Zhejiang. In 1906 he went to the United States to stucy economics, 
first at Yale University, and then, at Columbia University. After he re- 
turned to the country in 1916, he served as a professor continuously at 
Beijing University, Jiaotong University of Shanghai, Chongqing University 

and institutions of the like; as comptroller at the Bank of China; and as 
chairman of the Econamics Committee of the Legislative Yuan of the Guomindang 
Central Government; etc. During the periad of the war of resistance, because 
he opposed the reactionary economic policies of bureaucratic capital and 

the Gucmindang as represented by the Four Big Families, he was arrested by 
the Guomindang Government in 1940 and imprisoned for nearly 2 years. After 
his freedom was restored, he continued to engage in econamic researec)\ and 

in educational work on the one hand, and actively participated in the 
anti-Jiany, Jaishi and anti-civil war democratic movement on the other ‘and. 
After the whole camtry was liberated, Mr. Ma Yinchu wholeheartedly supported 
the party and supported socisliem. He served as a member of the Central 
People‘s Covernment Council, member of the Standing Committee of the National 
People's Congress, member of the Standing Committee of the First Chinese 
People's Political Consultative Conference, vice chairman of the East-China 
Military Administration Committee, vice chairman of the Finance and Economics 
Committee of the Central People's Government, president of Zhejiang University 
and Beijing University, etc. In devoting himse to economic research, 

Mr. Ma Yinchu has written books such as “Collection of Ma Yinchu’s Wart ime 
Economic Essays “General Introduction to Public Finance,” "Public Finance 
in China,” “Collection of Ma Yinchu's Economic Essays,” “Speeches of 

Ma Yinchu,” etc. 


Taking note of the rapid increase of population in our country pursuant to 
the liberation, Mr Ma Yinchu has several times proposed at certain meetings 











his well-knam “New Theory on Population” which advocates plann-d control 

co populatian growth. In June 1957, he especially put this propo.al into 
the form of a bill and presented it at the 4th Sessiam of the First National 
People’s Congress. In its 5 July issue the PEOPLE'S DAILY published the 
entire text of his essay entitled "A New Theory on Population.” 


The main point advocated by Mr Ma Yinchu in reapect to our country’s 
population question {s this: Our country’s populatian increases too 
rapidly and it is therefore not well synchroized with the development of 
the socialist econaic construction and the improvement of people's 
livelihood. It also influences the speed of capital cumulation in such 
construction, hinders the development of the sciences, hinders our country's 
effort to realize a high level of industrialization, and therefore makes 

it impossible for us to make great strides forward. For this reason, he 
held that since we now have a planned economy, we should at the same time 
also have planned births, and thereby proposed three concrete points: 


(I) Im 1958, or in 1963 at the latest, we should take another census in 
order to establish clearly the actual population increase situation in 

our country during the 5 or 10 years since 1953. On top of that, dynamic 
statistics of population development should also be maintained and om the 
basis of such statistics our country’s populatiam policy be likewise 
formulated, Figures of such population ‘creases should also be incorporated 
into the Second or Third Five-Year Plan designed to develop the national 
econamy. 


(II) We should employ the “birth control” method in order to control popu- 
lati increases. As a first step, we must unfold large-scale propaganda 
campaigns to energetically break up feudal conceptions such as “inheriting 
the pedigree,” “giving birth to a noble son eariy,” "five thriving genera- 
tions under one roof,” etc. As a second step, we should, on the basis of 
an elevated level of people's ideological consciousness, revise our 
marriage law in order to practice late marriage. As a third step, we 
should adopt strict, effective administrative measures to help administer 
our ideological education. In this regard, it would be permissible to 
prescribe that “those who have only two children are to be rewarded; those 
who have three children are to incur additional levies; and those who have 
four children are to be taxed very heavily.” The additional levies thus 
collected may be used as rewards, so that there would be no gain or ‘oss 
insofar as the country’s public finance is concerned. 


(ITI1) We should conduct a general campaign on the use of contraceptives 
in order to implement “birth control" and thereby effectively control 
population growth. 


9255 
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SHAANGHAT ISSUES SEGULATIONS IMPLEMENTING PLANNED PARENTHOOD 
Strictures, Rewards, Penalties 


nghai WEN HUI BAO in Chinese 29 Aug 79 p 2 
Article: ‘Shanghai Revolutionary Committee on the lmplementation of 
several Regulations on Planned Parenthood"! 


iText) Passed at the fifth plenary session of the Shanghai Revolutionary 


. ‘ > , 
Lommittee, << August i¥ 


¢ implementation of planned parenthood, the control of population growth, 
directly affects all efforts to improve the health and raise the scientifi« 
and cultural levels of our entire nation, the development of our national 
economy and the realization of our socialist modernization. Basing ourselves 
on the spirit of Article |3 of the Constitution of the PRC, which proclaims, 
"This country will advocate and implement planned parenthood, ‘ and taking into 
consideration the actual conditions in Shanghai, we have decided on the follow 
ing regulations: 


l Implementation of planned parenthood demands: late marriage, late preg- 
nancy, few pregnancies It is advocated that a married couple have only one 
ild. 
2. Ages for late marriage: in the countryside, mer at 25, women at 23 years 
age: in the ities, men at .7, women at 25 years of age. 

). Students (including those at universities and colleges, secondary voca- 
tional schools and technical colleges) shall not marry during their periods 
of study. Those who, despite education and admonit‘on, insist on marrying 


111 be ordered to discontinue their studies. 


‘ Apprentice workers shall not marry during their apprenticeship. Those 
. despite education and admonition, insist on marrying shall be ordered to 


who 


discontinue their apprenticeship. 


5. marr i ple which has only one child shall receive a reward. A 
couple that has one child and undergoes voluntary sterilization, or has a 





iid of «= year anc guarantees not to Save anotne®r « tld, shall be issued a 
"“ne-Child Familw” certificate bw the Planned Parenthood Office of the ward 
OF count 
\ couple that bas been iseued a “Ome-Child Family” certificate may receive 


. yuan per month as child care allowance, generally tc be paid at the working 
’ 
‘ 


place of the mother until the child has reached 16 years of age. 


Children of cowples who have been issued “One-Child Familw certificates 

111 be preferentially accepted in child-care centers and kindergartens; 
charees for such shall be reimbursed, in general by the wnit where the mother 
works: the children shall be exempt from siscellaneous school fees from ele- 
mentary to higher middle school. 


Om retirement for old age, husbands and vives who have been issued “One- 

Child family” certificates and who are emplovees or workers shall receive an 
widitional 5 percent of their original salary or wage (except those who re- 
ceive | percent of their original salary or wage as retirement allowance). 
Those who are members of agricultural communes and lose their working strength 
due to old age shall receive, in addition to any velfary benefits prescribed 
by the regulations of the local production team, an additional living allowance 
to be determined according to the standards set for employees and workers. 


The above allowances shall be paid, in the case of emplovees, workers and 
temporary workers, out of the welfare expenditure fund of the local unit; 

in the case of members of agricultural communes, out of the public welfare 
fund of the production brigade or commune; and in the case of other residents 
of cities or townships, out of the planned parenthoo! expense fund. The nmis- 
ellaneows school fees from which the children are to be exempted shall be 
paid by the local finance organs. 

Should a couple that has been issued a “One-Child Family” certificate become 
parents of another child, the certificate shall be recalled, and all benefits 
enjoyed on the basis of the certificate shall be canceled. Ali benefits re- 
ceived in the past on the basis of the certificate shall be refunded in in- 
‘tall@ents. 


ty if a father or mother, after the birth of the first child, undergoes 
sterilization, he or she shall receive a nutrition allowance of 20 yuan, which, 
in the case of employees, workers or temporary workers, shall be paid from the 
welfare fund of the local wnit, and in the case of members of an agricultural 
commune, from the public welfare fund of the production brigade or commune. 

in the case of other residents of cities or townships, it shall be paid out 

of the planned parenthood expense fund. 


Time required by a husband or wife to undergo sterilization or for examina- 
tion as ordered by «a hospital shall be considered as spent on official business 
for which wages are to be paid or work points to be recorded and shall not 
adversely affect the earning of bonuses. 
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ul ; ] d i 2 , ; rtai tior 
lar j renthooc, determined to stant i trengthen ideological education 
cer ig planned parenthood and at the same time adopted necessary economic 
measures to ¢ rage the one-child family and set the iimit at three children 
as ami 
: ij our party and the state advocate so emphatically the adoption of 
lanne enthood Not all comrades, including leading cadres at all levels, 
sve a clear understanding of t oro m. Some believe that, since the focus 
f work throughout the part ‘ c ifted to the « of socialist moderniza- 
n, production tasks should occupy all r energy; woaere could we possibly 
ind the time to take on planned parenthood! Others believe that, since our 
wuuntry'’'s financial capacity is limited, to allot extra funds for wards to one- 
ild families would impose an additional burden on state finances which could 
ave an adverse effect on the realization of the Four Modernizations. This 
ows that some of our comrades still do not understand that, under the present 
onditi in r untry, to control population growth is not merely a minor 
sestion of having a few more or a few less children born, but rather a major 
problem of strategic significance, since it will affect the development of 
ir intrv's social productive force as well as the realization of the Four 
Modernizations and the construction of socialism. 
ir siders that there is a close link between population growth and 
onom development and believes that a country’s population, its density and 
growth rate, can have an accelerating or delaying effect on the development 
ff a country’s economy. Thus, family planning in our country, and the effective- 
ness of our endeavors to control population growth, will have an effect on our 
economic development and the realization of the Four Modernizations. An 
effective control of population growth will therefore benefit the development 
f the national economy and speed up the pace of the Four Modernizations. 
ther e there will be an obstruction of the development of our national 
' fT ind a retardation of the Four Modernizati«ns, and the effect will be 
especially conspicuous in our country because of it- weak economic foundation, 
e large existing population and the com-aratively high rate of population 
growt 
1 the concrete case of a factory where insutii ient attention is given to 
imi] inning, work sttendance of women workers of childbearing age will be 
reatl iffected by pregnancies and by i- ve of absence due to childbirths. 
the conditions occur in the villages and are concentrated during the Susy 
ason, they can have grave effects on the agricultural production of the uniz 
question \part from tangible losses, there wil" 1ilso be intangible losses. 
IS, planned parenthood is not practiced effectively, the work of men ind 
women rkers may become dissipated, especially the energy of young worker: 
iped about 2 r It may affect their health and may prevent them from 
tudying and a ring technical and general knowledge to improve capabilicies 
for th uur Modernization lt may prove harmful to a broad and deepgoin; 
techni renovation and te ical revolution in the particular units and 
bstruct raising productivity on a large scale. 








/ 


> 
ew . 
al 
y 
** 4 
; Vv 
y y 
- 4 
% 
> > 
be 
; [ 
" 
> 
3 > 
} 


‘ 
os 
. > 
4 cn 
— 2 
1 J 
- 
> 
> 
* . 
+ 
7 
r? ; 
- -/ 
‘ 
‘ 
\ 
4 
e > 
> 
J 
7d 





cn 


~~ - 


«/ 
o ’ 
7 >» 
> 
— 
San) 4 
“~~ aa 
7 
- 
_~ 
‘ 
. ~ 
.* 
- 
« 
: 
4 — 
« 
. 
hohe 
- 
. 
al 
. 
4 
: 4 
4 ‘ 
~ > 
~ 
‘ 
r = 
oe 
- 
- 


ad 
- . 
ha be 
— < 
i ODO 
- ~ 
[ 
< - 
“> - 
os 

C 
- 

4 
> ¢ 
4 4 

4 
a 
* . 
. 
= 
- 
hs 
» 
44 
" _ 
° 
‘ 4 


4 
~ 
~ So 
. 
f ~ 
~- - 
~ - 
* ~~ 
. « 
- > 
‘ oo 
- 
. 2 
- ry 
- 
< , 
- ~ 
‘ 
‘ 
- 
rt b. 
“ 
" 
‘ mm «J 
- 
~ . 
. 
+. é cc 
‘ ‘ 
. . 
~ 
> 
ad ~ 
« _ rs 
“ -_ 
_ 
. = 
o t.. 
a 
- 
‘ 
> 


o~ 
> 5 
~ “| 7 
= = - 
- “ 
- _ 
-_ e 
. . 
a 
“ 
4 _ 
» “ 
- -. 
a 
rt Ne . 
‘ 
- =< 
4 ‘x ¢ 
»- n : 
- 
> 7 > 
> 
7 
> » de 
- . 
* - 
oo 
> 4 
‘ . 
- 
1 
: 
‘ 
. 
ad > ” 
_ 
4 7 
b« 
+ 


-/ 


c 














. > = 
* 
y _* a 
: " \ 7 — 
" 
° ~ > - 
- > > * >» «= 
" - . on ° 9 ra 
‘ : < Gus ; 
: : ;  s ae i"~ 
: 
» = 
. ‘ ere *% 
. 
- ‘ . . to — - 
> ~~ 7 : ° ; [ ; < 
r _ > ~ eA 
: a a8 : | o : 
> > a ~ > ~~ 
: " wwe & : 
. - => . ~ + 
° : ’ " c ‘ > ‘ vt ise a’ : 
7 . 
- . > - . ~~ 
: i = yea " t > i : 
= : . > ”? :r ew - 
‘ .% ai cs Sit « 
547 
. ~ - oo ¢ 7 = - 
eT c ¢ aT iwi 





> 
Kpe equipment and 
. 4 . . , ; 
. : : 4 ta eer t . suaiit I 
at: " A at Lf 4 : thneretore eneticiai tor 
, » : ‘ : | ¥ rai ing > en t< 
s 4 : +) rati t ' UT | at rTniiza~ 
} ae iT r : ‘ j r : . : . 17 ‘ XA; L¢ . 5e@cause 
. , + . b ~ . . sfter l»erat : . * i | 
< ' rer ‘ 4 ‘ Te Lar ster hee LN .‘t 'S, 
‘ eT I r¢ it : ‘ I a tT . t . . ‘ . at t at til e _ 5 
em iG t t le itt yetem t : with the 


‘ ‘ 9 n “at « 
: AK Ld ater, t . ie iG » pilahie parent 
LM \ eat i ct 1} ; in eiementat n iS 
. , 


* . 
‘ ln 
. : - 

' I : y rm . : Vert i si ‘ ‘ Rha 

7. ? 
.* ~~ . y " 
{ se | : PUAatis a eT ' ‘ . _ s . . 

> 
: ’ + 
: ; 7. 
ae | Lf | ta : ey a “ey | Té ‘ATU se ; at wa ery 
. ’ : . : . 
‘ . ’ , r , ' . a<) . | . sw : | ; ‘ i aA 
7 ‘ ° ’ oo? 4 4 mer ? if - ra in- 
, r , 
; ré ¢ 
5 
’ ’ + “Ao , 

: Te . 2 &O8g . . 

; : “a, s ‘ ' 
t | : . ‘ : iu ALi Lae U 
: ~ , _ . ’ e% : 
Lr ) t : e proeucer, i 
, ; 


. 
} 7 * > 
] . - a " 
‘ , ’ a LT ' ©faid Bas ‘ ‘ 
. 
: 
’ ’ , ’ Bate. : 
, | : ' : ' pCoCuwati, U) 
‘ ‘ , 
_ : ' 4 at ; . : ‘ ‘ 
’ ‘ ~ 
‘ “ne " ‘ 7 ‘ Va ’ ¥ ry 
> ‘ > 
‘ » ’ ‘> eT ; wT r 
‘ =“ i] Lif 
: > , ‘ 
' ' ; ' it¢é : y ; .> 
a , ’ ¢ ’ 
‘ ‘ ii T whoa tre Cate 

















t en P e rearing of children that would have been born, 
increased it reated women coming to work when otherwise 
€& ans e ¢t cniicoirt 
so point out in this respect that, although the natural population 
te 1 ur mtr as deen reducec comparec with the past, since 
population figure was so su larger in the early liberation years, 
te growt j till a very considerable figure. Furthermore, in 
tructure of our population, births in the 1959's and 1960°s consti- 
mparatively large sector For instance, in Shanghai, annual births 
e 14 years from 1951 to 1964 were always above 200,000, and in 4 
ears even above 409,000. Those born at that time are now reaching 
ind childbearing age. These special circumstances in our population 
mntrol of population growth assume added importance and urgency, de- 
everybody's attention. 
th sessiort its seventh term, the Shanghai Revolutionary Committee 
ple passed the “Shanghai Revolutionary Committee Regulations, 
i on a Trial Basis, ncerning Certain Questions of Planned 
d." It has thus launched a more intensive effort for planned parent- 
is municipaiity which will help to effectively control population 
This will enable us to adopt various effective measures already 


ut in the guidelines laid down by the central government, namely: 

party secretary assuming command, the entire party will go into action, 
ng and educating, leading the way with models and examples, stim- 
e masses it.to action, strengthening scientific research, raising the 
technology, adopting practical measures and maintaining perseverance.” 
in connection with planned parenthood must be penetrating, painstaking 
our utmost to realize the struggle task which the 
state have set forth for us to control our country's population 
srder to promote smoother implementation of our policy of adjusting, 


ng, consolidating and improving the natic. al economy. 
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SOC 1a OCICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURI 


RETIRED MILITARY PERSONNEL AIDED IN FINDING NEW POSTS 
Beijing BEIJING RIBAO in Chinese 15 Aug 79 p 1 


(Article: "“Caoyang District Conscientiously Carries Out Its Work in 
Settling Retired Military Personnel: 6/ Percent of Retired Military 
Personnel Deserving Settlement Already on Their Way to New Posts”) 


[Text| The Office for the Receptico and Settlement of Retired Military 
Personnel in the Caoyang District, basing itself m the characteristics of 
this year's reception and settlement work, is conscientiously carrying out 
its werk in receiving and settling retired military personnel. At present, 
67 pv-rceent of the retired military personnel deserving sett lement, and 
mor, than 90 percent of the “‘amilies accompanying such personnel into the 
capital subject to attendan. -ettlement are already on their way to new 
posts, 


Retired military personnel are exceptimally numerous this year, and among 
them there are also many female camrades. Some retired military personnel 
try to find posts of a more technical nature relatively close to their 
homes. In order to guarantee the smooch implementation of such retired 
military personnel settling into work, comrades in the Office for the 
Reception and Settlement of Retired Military Personnel have adopted the 
method of conducting study classes and individual interviews in trying to 
employ patien: persuasion regarding ce tain unrealistic thinking on the 
part of such retired military personne . This Office eclso pays attention 
to propagating model situations and establishing examples. Communist 
Youth Corps member Zhang Xi, after heuring that some comrades are unwil ling 
to go to auxiliary food shops upo registration, made a point of asking to 
go to work at such an auxiliary food store on his own, The Office 
energetically praised the spirit of requesting « me's own to go to work 
at such hardship departments and units. This played a definite facilitating 
role in its settlement work. In the case of those university and college 
graduates or those who happen to be professional technicians among the 
retired military personnel, the Office for Reception and Settlement seeks 
to contact other concerned units on its own or to recommend them directly 
to such units in order to see to it that all talents are properly placed. 
Among the retired military personnel this year, there are two female 








s } eT r Ve -*¢ Tucy ins Te i. et IANLUaEt ( Hints it tne 
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